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The  Thirteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  u’as  held 
at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of 
November,  1854.  The  spacious  saloon  was  crowded  with  an 
audience  composed  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  a 
large  number  of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  whose  presence  in- 
dicated the  hio'h  regard  which  is  entertained  for  the  Associa- 
tion  and  its  objects,  in  Philadelphia.  An  excellent  Band  of 
Music  was  present,  and  added  much  to  the  enjoyments  of  the 
evening. 

On  motion  of  the  President  of  the  Association,  the  meeting 
was  organized  by  calling  JOHN  W.  CLAGHOKN,  Esq.,  to 
the  Chair,  and  Charles  S.  Ogheh  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  hlanagers  of  the  Association  for  the  past  year  submitted 
the  following  Report. 
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EEPOKT. 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  IManaaers  of  this  Association 

O 

to  present,  on  the  retirrn  of  another  annual  meeting  of  its  mem- 
bers, a brief  statement  of  the  operations  during  the  year  that 
has  just  closed  ; and  they  come  to  the  jierformance  of  tiiat  duty 
with  more  than  ordinary  ]ileasure  at  this  time,  for  every  step 
they  have  taken,  every  effort  they  have  made  in  the  administra- 
tion of  its  affairs,  have  emphatically  resulted  in  success.  It  is 
now  thirteen  years  since  this  society  was  first  organized,  and 
from  that  day  to  the  present,  it  has  steadily  grown,  not  only  in 
strength  and  usefulness,  but,  as  your  Board  verily  believe,  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  general.  And 
why  should  it  not  bo  the  object  of  every  good  citizen’s  regard? 
Why  should  it  not  claim  the  fostering  hand  of  all  who  subscribe 
to  the  Christian  sentiment  of  “charity  and  good  will  to  man?” 
It  embraces  within  its  designs  the  exercise  of  a virtue  that  all 
respect,  and  which  all  should  practice;  and,  if  it  be  a merit 
liberally  to  assist  the  deserving  unfortunate,  to  afford  relief  to 
the  necessities  of  those  who  honestly  require  it,  this  Society  may 
certainly  ask  the  countenance  and  support  of  every  generous 
hand.  It  is  a trite  saying,  that  the  wheel  of  fortune  is  ever 
turnino;.  There  is  no  insurance  against  the  ever-chan^ino;  lot  of 
humanity.  There  is  no  man  so  poor  but  that  the  sunshine  will 
sometimes  fall  upon  his  patlirvay — and  there  is  no  one  so  exalted 
in  wealth  as  to  be  entirely  exempt  from  the  tempest  and  storm. 

Your  Board  need  not  say  that  a merchant’s  career  is  peculiarly 
beset  by  danger.  His  entire  means  are  frequently  pledged  in  a 
pursuit  which  the  most  prudent  circumspection  cannot  always 
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control.  No  one  at  all  conversant  vitli  the  operations  and  re- 
sults of  commerce,  but  must  realize  how  many  of  the  elements 
of  success  are  beyond  the  command  of  individual  exertion. 
Prudence,  economy,  and  a ripe  judgment,  will  do  much,  it  is 
true ; hut  the  every-day  experience  of  life  too  plainly  teaches 
how  much  more  is  dependent  on  circumstances,  over  which  he 
can  have  no  direction,  either  for  good  or  evil.  The  present 
crisis,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  is  a striking  illustration  of  the 
vicissitudes  and  change  of  trade,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  those 

means  so  necessarv  to  render  it  successful.  A "War  breaks  out 
»/ 

between  different  nations,  and  the  echoes  of  its  artillery  are 
listened  to  with  apprehension  throughout  the  world.  A Plague 
prostrates  the  energies  of  the  community  thousands  of  miles 
distant,  and  the  delicate  cords  by  which  trade  is  bound  together 
tremble  under  the  sickening  spell.  The  Heavens  refuse  rain; 
the  earth  yields  not  its  increase,  and  behold ! how  quickly  the 
interests  of  the  entire  commercial  world  are  paralyzed. 

The  Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia  does 
not  profess  to  regulate  the  fluctuations  of  business,  or  provide  a 
remedy  for  its  general  depression;  hut  it  does  hold  out  to  each 
individual  member  of  its  body  the  promise  of  sympathy  and 
relief — a benefit  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  right,  acquired  by  his 
contributions,  and  may  demand,  as  a lawful  claimant  of  the 
fund,  as  legitimately  and  strictly  his  own. 

Your  Board  beg  leave  to  state  that  since  their  last  report,  the 
sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  Relief  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety. The  appropriations  have  all  been  made  with  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  committee,  who  in  every  instance  have  found, 
upon  the  closest  examination,  that  the  person  aided  was  richly 
entitled  to  the  benefit  he  received.  The  committee  feel  confi- 
dent that  much  good  has  been  effected  by  its  disbursements, 
which  were,  in  every  case,  promptly  and  gladly  made. 

It  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  depression  which  has 
existed  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  among  mercantile  men,  during 
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the  greater  portion  of  the  present  year,  would  have  caused  the 
funds  of  the  Association  to  he  drawn  upon  more  largely ; but 
the  Relief  Committee  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  no 
calls  have  been  made  in  consequence  of  recent  misfortunes  in 
business  ; and  that  only  two  cases  of  distress  could  he  traced  to  a 
failure  of  commercial  adventure.  In  each  of  these  the  amount 
solicited  was  small,  ami  was  required  for  the  discharge  of  lia- 
bilities incident  to  household  expenses.  The  aid  was  freely  given, 
and  the  recipients,  relieved  from  the  oppression  of  debt,  are  again 
in  a position  to  tread  their  Avay  honorably  and  successfully 
through  life.  The  heaviest  demands  upon  the  treasury,  we  re- 
gret to  say,  have  been  caused  by  ill  health.  The  applicants  Avere 
generally  dependent  upon  salaries  for  their  maintenance,  and 
Avhen  sickness  overtook  them,  their  resources  fled ; and  when 
means  Avere  most  wanted,  the  road  to  reach  them  was  not 
accessible.  In  nearly  every  case,  a family  had  to  share  in  this 
affliction ; but  it  is  a happy  thought  to  knoAV  that  in  no  single 
instance  could  their  poverty  be  ascribed  to  either  imprudence  or 
improA'idence. 

One  of  those  who  applied  to  the  committee  was  a young  man 
of  extremely  sensitive  feelings,  a l)ook-keeper  in  one  of  our  well 
knoAA'n  commercial  houses.  Whatever  he  could  spare,  by  strict 
economy  from  his  salary,  had  been  applied  to  the  support  of  a 
widoAA’ed  sister  and  her  family.  His  affection  for  those  he  so 
fondly  cherished,  and  his  laudable  amliition  to  adAmnce  in  busi- 
ness, invited  him  to  exertions  Avhich  his  constitution  and  his 
health  Avould  not  respond  to.  His  unremitted  devotion  to  his 
duties,  soon  earned  for  him  an  enviable  reputation,  and  his  future 
prospects  brightened  at  every  step ; but  he  had  undertaken  too 
much ; his  strength  failed,  and  he  sunk  under  the  task  he  had 
so  honorably  imposed  upon  himself.  His  employers  AA'ere  liberal, 
but  the  hand  of  death  fell  upon  him,  and  it  could  not  be  arrested 
cither  by  kind  feelings,  deep  sympathy  or  money.  He  has  gone 
to  his  grave  ; but  your  Board  have  the  pleasing  consolation  of 
knowing  that  this  Society  AA'as  the  timely  instrument  of  relieving 
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tlie  last  hours  of  the  sulferer  by  a hberal  appropriation  of  its 
funds,  a right  to  which  he  had  purchased  by  his  membership. 

Your  Board  would  take  this  occasion  of  again  calhng  yoiu' 
particular  attention  to  the  Registry  Department  connected  with 
this  Association.  The  duties  of  the  committee  who  have  the 
matter  in  charge,  recpiire  them  to  keep  a book  containing  the 
names  of  those  seeking  employment,  with  their  quahfications, 
references,  &c.,  which  the  committee  use  at  them  discretion. 
They  also  register  the  names  of  parties  requiring  assistants,  and 
their  operations,  like  those  of  the  llehef  Committee,  are  strictly 
private  and  confidential,  and  free  from  the  disadvantages  residt- 
ing,  at  times,  from  pubhc  apphcations. 

Nine  persons  have  been  supphed  with  situations  since  our  last 
report,  and  your  Board  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  interest 
of  the  merchant  has  at  last  been  partially  aAvakened  to  this  im- 
portant feature  of  the  Society,  Avhich  it  is  confidently  hoped 
may,  with  some  little  effort,  be  made  as  valuable  as  that  of  the 
Belief,  after  it  is  once  properly  understood  and  appreciated. 

The  value  of  a resoimce  of  this  kind,  where  the  merchant  in 
want  of  assistants  can  apj^ly  and  obtain  those  of  known  merit 
and  abihty,  can  be  judged  of  only  by  those  who  have  already 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  which  this  branch  of  our 
Association  has  afforded.  Instances  have  come  to  the  knoAvledge 
of  the  Registry  Committee,  where  the  applicant  had  been  raised 
from  a state  of  comparative  want  and  destitution,  by  being  placed 
in  a lucrative  situation,  procured  for  him  through  this  mediiun, 
without  which  he  would  have  been  forced  to  seek  assistance  of 
the  Relief  Committee.  It  should  be  remembered  that  respecta- 
ble employment  is  always  infinitely  preferable  to  pecuniary  aid ; 
and  it  is  quite  certain  that  much  good  can  be  accomplished,  if 
this  mode  of  relief  were  more  fully  carried  out,  as  originally 
designed.  Doubtless  many  members  would  gladly  avail  them- 
selves of  its  facilities,  Avere  a more  general  interest  taken  in  its 
practical  workings,  and  your  Board  sincerely  hope  that  such 
may  be  the  case  dining  the  coming  year. 
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The  best  evidence,  perhaps,  of  the  increasing  and  popular  in- 
terest felt  in  the  ryelfare  of  this  xVssociation,  is  the  large  acces- 
sion of  respectalde  names  Ayhich  are  yearly  added  to  its  roll. 
It  now  numbers  within  its  l)rotherhood  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  members,  many  of  whom  are  known,  personally  or  by  repu- 
tation, as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  great  commercial  boundary  of 
the  country  extend ; men,  whom  many  of  us  are  proud  to  look 
upon  as  exemplars  of  every  virtue  and  noble  principle ; men, 
from  Avhom  the  young  merchant  may  readily  borrow  experience, 
and  learn  the  path  to  honorable  position  and  wealth.  And  why, 
your  Board  would  ask,  should  not  an  association  like  this — bene- 
volent in  its  design,  faithful  in  promises  and  useful  in  its  results  ; 
embrace  rvithin  its  influence  every  merchant  of  this  city  ? The 
cause  is  essentially  a noble  one,  and  must  commend  itself  invo- 
luntarily to  every  Christian  mind  and  heai’t.  It  is  one  high  in 
the  scale  of  moral  grandeur  and  beneficence.  The  yearly  con- 
tribution of  each,  although  but  a trifle,  is  seed  sown  in  good 
ground,  and  may  yield  a harvest  ladened  with  blessings  and  happi- 
ness to  many  who  have  embarked  in  the  honorable  but  precarious 
career  of  a merchant. 

The  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  accompanying  report, 
shows  an  encouraging  advance  in  respect  to  our  pecuniary  re- 
sources, which  is  essential  to  the  perpetuity  and  extension  of  the 
beneficial  character  of  our  Association.  The  receipts  this  year 
for  dues,  interest,  ground  rents,  kc.,  amount  to  two  thousand 
tivo  hundred  and  ninety-hvo  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents,  and 
the  total  sum  now  in  his  hands,  including  investments  perma- 
nently made,  is  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  which  is  an  increase  over  last 
year’s  report  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and 
fifty-three  cents. 

Your  Board  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  since  the 
last  report,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  neiv  members  have  en- 
rolled their  names  on  its  list,  making  an  aggregate  at  this  time  of 
six  hundred  and  eighty-three  contributing  and  life  members  ; and 
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it  is  encouragino;  to  those  who  have  labored  and  been  active  in 
promoting  this  benevolent  object,  to  know  that,  from  the  inte- 
rest which  has  been  awakened,  it  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  a 
still  greater  increase  in  future.  Amongst  the  many  benevolent 
institutions  with  which  this  city  is  so  eminently  favored,  we  think 
none  have  higher  claims  to  the  generous  support  of  those  con- 
nected with  a mercantile  profession,  than  this  well  established 
institution.  Its  deeds  of  mercy,  although  dispensed  with  a 
liberal  hand,  are,  in  every  instance,  kept  from  the  knowledge  of 
every  one  but  the  donor  and  the  recipient.  The  world  can  never 
know  the  individual  whose  misfortunes  have  thrown  him  upon  the 
kind  offices  of  the  Society.  Nor  is  there  any  favor  ever  allowed 
to  influence  their  actions  in  the  application  of  the  funds.  What- 
ever difference  there  may  be  of  religion,  rank,  or  birth, — whatever 
may  be  the  spirit  of  honest  rivalry  springing  up  at  times  in  their 
competition  in  trade, — whatever  may  be  them  efiorts  to  gain  an 
advantage  or  pre-eminence  over  each  other  in  business,  when  we 
come  together  on  this  broad  and  liberal  platform  of  benevolence 
and  philanthropy,  all  selfish  feelings  are  banished  and  forgotten, 
and  we  have  but  one  aim  or  object,  and  that  is  to  be  emulous 
only  of  the  pleasant  consciousness  of  doing  the  greatest  amount 
of  good  to  those  who  stand  in  need  of  oim  counsel,  our  help, 
and  oim  sympathy.  Everything  else  is  subservient  of  this  great 
purpose. 

The  term  of  office  of  your  present  Board  of  Managers  here 
expires ; and  in  resigning  their  trusts,  they  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  if,  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Association, 
they  have  succeeded  but  in  the  least  degree  in  developing  its 
character,  or  increasing  its  usefulness,  they  consider  it  a full 
recompense  for  all  the  time  and  labor  they  have  expended  in  its 
service. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

WILLIAM  C.  LUDWIG, 

President. 
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After  the  reading  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association  was  received 
and  read. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  and  that  of  the  Treasurer  were 
unanimously  adopte<I. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a Board  of 
Managers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year. 

When  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected 


hi  A N A G E R S . 


William  C.  Lunwia, 
William  JI.  Bacon, 
Edwin  Mitchell, 
Daniel  Steinmetz, 
Owen  Evans, 
William  A.  Rolin, 
John  E.  Addicks, 

A.  B.  Shipley, 
Francis  Bacon, 
William  II.  Love, 


Joshua  L.  Bailey, 
Thomas  F.  Brady, 
Thomas  II.  Fenton, 
Charles  S.  Ogden, 

A.  L.  Bonnaefon, 
Bettlb  Paul, 

John  Price  Wetherill, 
John  II.  Atwood, 

Jacob  W.  Stout, 

John  E.  Cope. 


The  President  then  introduced  to  the  audience  the  Right  Rev. 
Alonzo  Potter,  D.  D.,  who  delivered  the  following  address. 


ADDEESS 

BY 

RIGHT  REY.  ALONZO  POTTER,  D.  D. 


Ladies  ajn'd  Gextlemex  : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  here  this  evening  and  to 
take  my  humble  part  in  the  ju’oceedings  of  this  anniversary.  I 
can  not  do  it,  however,  without  some  feehng  of  embarassment. 
I am  to  speak  to  merchants  on  topics  pertaining  to  their  specific 
pursuits,  without  any  adequate  knowledge  of  the  interior  life  of 
the  profession,  and  I shall  not,  therefore,  be  able  to  speak  vdth 
the  authority  which  I might  claim  if  I were  one  of  you.  But  I 
am  gentlemen,  one  of  yoim  well  wishers, — one  who  feels  identified 
with  you,  as  well  as  with  the  best  interests  of  Philadelphia,  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  the  Pbiion,  and  of  the  World.  The  words  I 
shall  endeavor  to  utter  will  be  few,  and  I shall  aim  simply  at 
usefulness. 

I have  no  time,  you  have  no  taste,  and  life  is  too  short  for 
holiday  ^thrases,  or  honeyed  compliments.  A’our  object  is  not 
simply  the  administration  of  a little  temporary  relief  to  your 
unfortunate  members,  it  is  in  the  language  of  your  constitution, 
“incidentally,”  but  not,  therefore,  less  really — the  elevation 
of  yom’  profession,  and  the  elevation,  through  it,  of  our  beloved 
Philadelphia,  as  Dr.  Frankhn  called  it;  of  our  nohle  Common- 
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■wealth,  and  of  oixr  entire  land.  I congratulate  you  on  the  exist- 
ence in  Philadel})hia  of  a iMercantile  Association  of  this  kind.  I 
congratulate  you  that  the  merchants  of  Idiiladelphia,  and  espe- 
cially its  3mixng  merchants  are  handed  together,  and  handed 
together  in  the  name  of  philanthrophy,  not  of  selfishness. 
"We  hear  much  of  tlie  competitions  of  trade,  and  it  is  even  insinu- 
ated that  the  spirit  which  underlies  this  competition,  is  intensely 
self-seeking,  that  these  competitions  are,  in  fact,  odious  rivalries, 
ruthless  scramhles  for  the'^rreat  siains  of  trade.  Tliis  Association 
stands  forth  a practical  refutation  of  the  falsehood,  a practical 
demonstration,  that  there  can  be  generous,  manly  competition ; 
that  men  who  meet  as  competitors  upon  the  broad  arena  of 
trade,  can  meet  in  their  homes  and  in  their  associations  as 
friends  and  as  Iwothers  ; that  they  care  for  each  other’s  welfare ; 
that  they  regard  themselves  as  one  common  family,  and  that 
they  are  resolutely  pur])Osed  to  stand  side  by  side  for  the  honor 
and  advancement  of  their  profession,  for  the  ornament  and 
delight  of  the  city  in  which  they  live,  and  for  the  glory  of  their 
country. 

Honor,  I say,  to  such  ingenuous  and  noble  purposes;  they 
augur  a brighter  sky  for  your  city.  Philadelphia  has  been 
suspected  of  being  somewhat  wanting  in  what  may  be  styled 
the  true  Philadelphia  spirit.  I have  lived  in  other  cities.  I 
have  lived  for  example  in  Boston,  and  I have  marked  how 
in  the  cry,  “the  interests  of  Boston  are  in  danger,”  sent  a 
throb  through  the  heart  of  that  great  metropolis ; and  how,  from 
them  remotest  and  humblest  homes,  the  mechanic  and  the  laboring 
man,  hurried  up  to  give  their  help  in  the  day  of  the  city’s 
necessity.  That  is  Avhat  Ave  desire  to  see  in  Philadelphia;  that 
is  all  that  is  needed  to  make  Philadelphia  brighter,  more  pros- 
perous and  more  beneficent  in  her  influence  on  our  State  and  on 
the  Avorld  than  she  has  ever  been. 

And  merchants,  young  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  while  you 
are  all  thinking  of  the  common  welfare,  of  the  improvement  and 
advancement  of  this  noble  toAvn,  do  not  forget  to  identify 
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your  interests  and  yoiir  Avelfare  Avith  the  State  to  ttIucIi  you 
belong.  One  traA^elling  over  Pennsylvania  as  I do,  has  occasion 
to  undeceive  many  Avho  have  the  impression  that  the  heart  of 
Philadelphia  is  an  alien  toAvards  Pennsylvania,  and  that  Avhen 
the  interests  of  other  sections  of  the  State  are  to  be  adAvanced, 
Philadelphia  comes  up  Avith  the  step  of  a laggard  to  the  good 
Avork.  I trust  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  reproach,  and 
that  the  demonstrations  aaIucIi  you  are  to  make  A\-ill  conclusively 
Avipe  that  reproach  foreA-er  from  your  toAAm.  I trust  that  the 
future  Avill  sIioav  that  she  has  sagacity,  forecast,  and  enlargement 
of  soul  enough,  to  recognize  the  great  truth,  that  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  resources  of  this  mighty  CommonAA'ealth  Avhich  can 
be  touched  by  the  hands  of  capital  and  industry,  that  Phila- 
delphia Avill  not  feel  in  all  her  interests  a responsive  throb  of 
improvement. 

I stand  in  the  presence  of  five  or  six  hundred  associated 
merchants  of  Philadelphia.  Stupendous  thought ! lYhat  can- 
not five  or  six  hundred  merchants  of  Philadelphia  achieve  ? They 
may  achieve,  in  a good  cause,  and  Avith  the  blessing  of  God, 
precisely  A\diat  they  please.  Where,  in  such  hands  and  Avith 
such  means  there  is  a Avill,  there  is  a Avay  too.  Gentlemen  see 
to  it  then,  that  the  name  and  fame  of  the  Philadelphia  merchant 
is  carried  up  higher  and  higher.  It  constitutes  yoi;r  glory  uoaa*  ; 
you  have  a reputation  for  integrity,  for  punctuality,  for  accuracy 
and  method  Avhich  gives  you  the  advantage  of  all  competitors 
over  the  land,  and  you  can  greatly  increase  it. 

Let  me  say  one  Avord  in  regard  to  the  more  immediate  pm’po- 
ses  of  this  Association,  and  forgive  me  if  I utter  the  language  of 
caution.  The  more  prominent  and  avoAved  object  of  the  Associa- 
tion is  the  rendering  of  material  aid  to  its  distressed  members. 
This  is  a Avorthy  object.  The  profession  to  Avhich  you  belong  is 
a profession  before  all  others  liable  to  great,  unforeseen  and  sud- 
den vicissitudes.  In  proportion  as  the  prizes  are  great,  great 
too,  and  fearful  arc  the  disasters ; and  the  most  upright,  the 
most  prudent,  the  most  self-denying  merchant  may  be  OAmrtaken 
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suddenly  by  adversity,  and  then  it  becomes  him  well  to  have  in 
store  a resource — a resource,  too,  which  is  no  charity,  but  a right, 
which  he  has  purchased  in  a joint  stock  company,  w’here  his 
dividends  have  been  left  in  bank  for  the  day  of  his  need,  and  as 
he  hopes,  forever.  I like  that  feature  of  this  Association.  I 
honor  you  for  the  fact  that  so  small  a,  number  of  its  members 
come  forward  to  ask  its  aid.  I honor  you  that  you  allow  this 
noble  fund  to  accumulate,  in  anticipation  of  such  a dark  day  as 
seems  to  be  impending  over  some  of  us  now.  It  is  evidence,  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  sj)irit  in  which  this  Association  is  conceived  is 
not  simply  a narrow,  self-seeking  spirit.  I venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  one  heart  among  the  members  which  does  not  bitterly 
deprecate  the  day  when,  even  in  the  hour  of  direst  peril  and 
direst  want,  he  shall  find  himself  compelled  to  apply  to  that  fund, 
lie  would  rather  leave  it  there  for  the  benefit  of  others.  He 
feels  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to 
receive.  Let  that  spirit  be  cherished  and  cultivated  here  for- 
ever. 

The  danger  of  all  these  mutual  beneficial  associations  is,  that  they 
may  gradually  relax  the  springs  of  a noble  self-reliance,  paraly- 
zing the  arm  of  provident  industry,  which,  against  the  time  of 
nee<l,  stores  away  in  our  own  juavate  treasury  a supply  for  our 
own  necessities.  Gentlemen,  you  have  a Eelief  Committee — 
you  have  a better  thing  than  a Eelief  Committee — and  that 
is  a liegistru  iJepartment.  That  is  the  best  way  to  give  relief, 
which  helps  a man  to  help  himself.  A registry  department  is  an 
exchange,  where  a merchant  seeking  a clerk  and  a clerk  seeking 
employment,  go  and  meet  each  other,  and  as  there  are  always 
employers  seeking  agents,  and  agents  seeking  employers,  such 
an  appointed  place  is  on  every  account  to  be  desired.  The  great 
principle,  as  it  seems  to  me,  which  ought  to  underlie  all  these 
associations  is,  that  they  benefit  persons,  not  in  proportion  to 
what  they  do  for  them,  but  in  proportion  to  what  they  enable 
them  to  do  for  themselves.  The  great  maxim  of  our  young  mer- 
chant should  be  self-reliance.  First,  dependence  on  God,  then 
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dependence  on  my  o^vn  strong  arm  and  my  own  brave  heart. 
See  too  it,  that  as  heretofore  so  hereafter  the  atfairs  of  this 
Association  are  conducted  upon  that  one  principle.  When  the 
young  man  comes  to  the  day  of  trial  or  extremity,  give  him 
a word  of  encouragement,  a word  of  Avise  counsel,  give  him 
assistance  in  getting  employment,  and  if  he  has  demonstrated 
his  incapacity  for  mercantile  pursuits,  assistance  in  getting  out 
of  them. 

I do  not  think  that  an  Association  of  this  kind  ought  to  extend 
its  broad  shield  over  members  of  the  profession  who  have  demon- 
strated in  the  face  of  day  their  incompetency  for  it.  If  they  are 
incapable  of  trading,  they  are  not  incapable  of  other  and  even 
higher  pursuits.  There  is  the  ploAV ; there  is  the  anvil ; there  is 
the  loom  and  there  is  the  forge ; — every  one  of  them,  if  not  in  the 
estimation  of  fools,  yet  in  the  estimation  of  Avise  men,  as  respect- 
able as  the  counting  room  or  the  banking  house  ; every  one  des- 
tined, too,  under  the  genial  guidance  of  science,  in  a short  time, 
(if  you  do  not  take  care,  young  merchants,)  every  one  destined  to 
be  in  advance  of  the  counting’  room  and  bankino;  house. 

On  the  farther  slope  of  the  Alleghanies,  I met,  a feAV  days 
ago,  a man  AAdio  had  been  engaged  for  some  years  in  trying  to 
bolster  up  a seriously  damaged  credit  in  riiiladelphia.  He  had 
finally  giAmn  it  up,  and  had  gone  out  and  purchased  a feAV  acres 
of  land.  I had  seen  liim  here  pale,  care-Avorn  and  anxious ; 
there  I saAV  him  flushed  AA'ith  health,  full  of  Augor  and  hope.  I 
asked  him,  “IIoav  do  you  come  on?”  “Grandly,”  said  he;  “I 
never  want  to  see  the  inside  of  a store  again.  I sleep  well  of 
nights  now,  but  I did  not  sleep  well  before  I left  Philadelphia. 
The  wife  has  not  Chestnut  Street  shops  and  ice  cream  saloons  to 
visit,  nor  as  many  laces  and  silks  as  she  used  to  have.  The 
church — vou  see  what  it  is, — a log  church — we  liaAm  none  of 
the  fine  magnificent  temples  with  stained  glass  which  are  in  Phil- 
adelphia, but,”  said  he,  “Ave  have  peace,  and  we  have  not  only 
peace,  but  Ave  have  the  star  of  hope  in  the  distance.  Our  affairs 
are  bright,  the  timber  is  falling  before  my  strong  arm,  and  it 
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l)rings  a ready  sale ; in  a few  years  I hope  not  only  to  be  inde- 
pendent in  niy  circmnstances,  bnt  able  to  pay  my  old  debts.”  Noble 
hearted  man  ! and  1 say  a wise  man ; wisest  almost  among  the 
wise,  for  it  rerpiircs  a high  degree  of  wisdom  for  a man  to  cor- 
rect a mistake  in  the  choice  of  a profession.  A great  many 
young  men  make  that  mistake.  A great  many  think  a store 
more  respectable  than  a farm,  that  there  is  much  less  hard  work, 
that  the  clothes  ai'e  much  finer,  and  they  escape  almost  as  fugi- 
tives from  the  farm,  to  come  to  learn  that  in  merchandising  there 
are  sore  trials  of  heart,  sometimes  sorer  trials  of  virtue ; and 
they  exchange  the  innocence  and  usefulness  of  legitimate  employ- 
ments for  one  to  winch  neither  their  education,  taste  or  temper 
adapts  them.  When  you  meet  that  young  man,  the  greatest 
possible  service  you  can  render,  is  to  help  him  out  of  the  profes- 
sion. Trading  will  do  better  without  him,  and  he  will  do  better 
without  trading. 

Gentlemen,  the  elevation  of  your  profession  is  one  grand 
object  which  you  have  in  view,  and  a nobler  you  could  not  pro- 
pose to  yourselves.  And  now  will  you  let  me  tell  you  how,  in 
my  humble  estimation,  the  elevation  of  the  profession  is  to  be 
achieved.  It  is  to  be  achieved  by  putting  into  it  more  soul, 
more  virtue.  The  hugest  fallacy  ever  perpetrated  by  science  is 
the  fallacy  pi;t  forth  by  the  political  economist,  when  he  tells 
you  that  self-love,  the  desire  of  men  to  promote  their  own  inter- 
est, is  an  all  sufficient  element  in  trade  and  in  industry,  that  all 
you  have  to  do  is  to  level  all  barriers,  and  give  free  scope  to — 
what  ? To  selfishness,  to  inglorious,  base  self-seeking,  to  that 
maxim  wliich  is  the  smallest  part  of  any  maxim  that  ought  to 
govern  man  in  this  world,  and  that  is,  “ each  man  for  himself, 
and  let  the  hindmost  take  care  of  the  wall.”  That  spirit  has 
carried  desolation  into  trade  and  industry  every  where,  and  I 
congratulate  Philadelphia,  that  in  the  existence  of  this  associa- 
tion there  is  a pledge  that  a better  spirit  reigns  here ; that  des- 
pite the  teaching  of  the  schools,  you  have  learned  that  there  are 
nobler  elements,  nobler  powers  for  trade  and  industry,  than  sim- 
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pie  devotion  to  one’s  OAvn  sordid  and  personal  interests.  “Labor 
diligently  vitb  your  bands,”  says  the  old  book,  almost  obsolete 
in  tbe  estimation  of  some  political  economists,  “ Labor  diligently 
tvitb  your  bands,  that  you  may  have  to  give,” — not  to  your  tvife 
to  get  up  fine  parties — but  “to  bim  that  lacketb.”  That  is  tbe 
object,  “tbe  load  star”  vbicb  tbe  old  book  puts  before  tbe  toil- 
ing farmer  and  tbe  toibng  mercliant,  to  give  nev  impulse  to  liis 
exertion,  new  animation  to  bis  hopes,  and  new  breadth  and  com- 
prehensiveness to  bis  schemes  of  improvement. 

jS’ow  gentlemen,  what  we  want  is  to  set  such  political  econo- 
mists aside,  and  reinstate  tbe  grandest  treatise  on  pobtical 
economy,  social  economy,  and  domestic  economy  which  tbe 
world  has  ever  seen,  and  to  do  this  we  must  make  up  our  minds 
to  frown  on  fraud.  Fraud  of  every  kind.  There  is  your  mam- 
moth cheat,  tbe  Insolvent  whose  assets  are  not  co-extensive  with 
bis  means,  who  has  little  for  bis  creditors,  and  a great  deal,  wbicb 
belongs  to  them,  for  himself.  Put  that  man,  by  tbe  force  of 
association,  without  the  pale  of  law.  I do  not  mean  tbe  law  of 
tbe  land,  but  I mean  tbe  law  of  merchants.  Let  bim  be  branded 
when  be  comes  on  ’change.  Let  bim  be  branded  when  be  comes 
into  Market  street  or  Front  street.  Let  no  man  direct  tbe  eye 
of  respect  and  idolatry  to  bim  because  be  rolls  in  a splendid 
chariot  and  gives  splendid  dinners, — tbe  chariot  was  stolen. 
To  give  that  splendid  dinner,  tbe  means  have  been  filched  from 
the  hands  of  bard  toil.  Tbe  unfortunate  bankrip^t,  who  debvers 
up  bis  estate, — rally  to  bis  support,  encourage  bim,  cheer  bis  heart, 
open  tbe  way  before  bim,  give  him,  generously,  all  your  confi- 
dence ; but  tbe  man  who  will  not  do  that,  let  bim  find  that 
Philadelphia,  at  least,  is  a place  in  wbicb  be  cannot  abide; 
that  it  becomes  bim  to  take  bis  papers  of  clearance,  and  to  take 
them  not  for  the  “Ports  of  tbe  Pacific,”  but  for  parts  unknown. 
There  are  men  whose  property  belongs  to  their  wives.  Xow  I 
am  for  taking  care  of  tbe  wives,  and  of  all  property  which  right- 
fully belongs  to  them,  and  I would  put  into  their  hands  the 
interest  of  creditors  too,  knowing  that  they  would  often  fare  a great 
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deal  better  tlian  if  it  Avas  left  in  the  bands  of  the  husband.  No 
true  wife  would  see  her  husband’s  name  tarnished  on  ’change,  if  by 
surrendering  the  last  dollar  of  her  parental  inlieritance  she  could 
keep  it  clean.  But  generous  hearted  creditors  would  ask  no 
such  sacrifice  on  her  part.  They  would  only  ask  that  humble, 
meritorious  poverty  be  not  suffered  to  pine  in  want,  while  she  is 
rolling  in  luxui'y  and  faring  sum})tuously  every  day.  And  she 
would  see  to  it  that  the  honest  tradesman  had  his  earnings,  and 
that  the  only  portion  of  the  creditors  left  to  suffer  were  those  who 
would  not  greatly  suffer,  but  be  benefitted  by  some  depletion. 

But  there  are  other  kinds  of  fraud  to  banish  from  Philadelphia, 
and  it  is  full  time  they  received  their  sentence  of  eternal  exile. 
It  is  the  business  of  the  merchant,  and  a glorious  business  it  is, 
to  gather  the  productions  of  the  entire  world,  of  its  husbandry, 
its  horticulture  and  arts.  lie  naturalizes  the  growth  of  every 
clime,  wherever  he  goes,  and  spreads  them  broadcast  over  the 
leng-th  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Now  should  it  not  be  a matter 
of  serious  consideration  to  the  mercantile  profession  what  those 
products  are,  and  what  they  will  do  when  they  reach  the  consu- 
mer, what  they  will  do  with  the  consumer  himself,  and  through 
him  Avith  others.  Political  economy  may  tell  you  “every  man 
for  himself,” — the  consumer  must  look  out  if  he  buys  poison  under 
the  name  of  generous  refreshment.  But  there  is  a larger  econo- 
my than  that, — it  is  the  economy  of  justice,  the  economy  of 
beneficence,  the  economy  Avhich  lies  at  the  very  basis  of  your 
association,  and  AA'hich  bids  us  do  good  and  only  good  to  all  men 
as  Ave  have  op])ortunity.  What  an  inglorious  reflection  for  a 
man  at  his  last  hour,  as  he  lays  his  head  on  his  dying  pilloAV,  to 
.consider  that  all  his  capital,  all  his  skill,  all  his  plans  and 
labors  for  half  a century  have  been  employed  in  sending  abroad 
over  the  world  that  Avliich  Avill  do  no  good.  Inglorious  indeed 
it  is  to  say  I have  been  a gainer,  my  coffers  are  filled  to 
overfloAAung,  my  carpets  are  the  richest  that  are  fabricated  in 
Turkey,  my  carriage  is  splendid,  and  I am  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  but  i mn  the  only  gainer.  Among  the  consumers 
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there  has  been  no  gain ; certain  agents  and  certain  clerks  may 
have  been  employed  and  subsisted,  they  have  gained  tbeir  bread 
by  it,  but  tbc  consumers,  udiat  have  I done  for  tbem?  Now  in 
these  days  we  need  gold,  but  we  do  not  want  the  wines  and 
brandies  from  France  Avbicb  gold  is  sent  to  buy.  We  coubl  liAm 
too  AA’ithout  laces  and  fine  silks,  and  I doubt  Avbetber  that  im- 
porter is  employed  in  a Amry  AA’ortby  business  aaIio  is  sending  out 
the  gold  we  need,  for  the  idle  fripperies  that  Ave  do  not  need, 
and  I belieAm  in  my  heart  that  the  day  is  dawning  upon  the 
profession,  AAdien  men  before  engaging  in  any  business  AA'ill  stop 
and  ask,  “What  is  this  business?  It  must  be  knoAAm  at  last 
by  its  fruits.  It  must  be  knoAA’u  in  the  presence  of  the  great 
task-Waster,  and  it  ought  to  be  knoAA'n  here ; and  if  I cannot  call 
all  men  to  bear  AAutness  that  tlie  fruits  arc  beneficent,  that  they 
tend  to  the  elcAuation  of  man,  to  the  enlargement  of  the  mind 
and  the  improA’eraent  of  the  bodily  estate,  I Avill  luiA'e  nothing  to 
do  AAutb  it.  If  I cannot  find  a better  puirsuit,  a pursuit  AAdiicb  I 
know  AA'ill  contribute  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  I can 
ploAV  and  till,  I can  go  to  the  manufactory  and  produce  there 
not  boAvie  knNes, — not  trinkets,  but  that  which  aauII  make  a 
nation  stronger,  and  tend  to  make  the  consumers  happier,  Avisei’, 
and  better,  and  that  shall  be  my  Amcation.”  But  suppose  the 
article  the  merchant  sells  and  distributes  be  boAvie  knives — 
articles  never  to  be  used  for  any  good  purpose,  Avhich  you  are 
pretty  certain  Avill  never  be  used  to  any  man  or  Avoman’s  advan- 
tage, Avhich  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  will  do  positive  mischief, — 
is  that  a business  AA'hich  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  banded  toge- 
ther to  the  number  of  six  hundred,  will  sustain  and  fortify  by 
their  moral  iniluence  ? I say  no,  knowing  that  the  time  is  near  at 
hand  Avhen  business  of  that  kind  AA'ill  be  proscribed,  and  ought  to 
be  proscribed.  We  stand  aghast  at  the  profligacy  of  the  English 
government  in  forcing  opium  on  China,  and  of  Louis  Philippe  in 
forcing  brandies  into  the  SandAvich  Islands.  We,  I suppose,  do 
not  force  them,  aa'c  only  “entice”  them,  as  the  yankee  said,  A\'e 
only  persuade  the  people  to  take  them.  That  we  make  no  threats 
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to  gain  our  purpose,  may  render  the  transaction  less  bloody,  but 
I doubt  udiether  it  makes  it  much  more  respectable. 

x\mos  Laurence,  a name  known  to  every  good  merchant,  the 
name  of  him  Avho  founded  the  great  house  of  “Lawrence  & Co.” 
which  has  a world-Avide  reputation,  said  to  me  in  one  of  the  last 
conversations  J had  with  him:  “My  friend,  rvhen  I was  a])pren- 
ticed  as  clerk,  it  was  in  a country  store  in  Massachusetts.  My 
master  always  kept  a cask  of  lirpmr  on  tap  for  the  use  of 
customers,  and  at  eleven  o’clock  the  young  men  in  the  store  had  a 
lunch  with  sling,  &c.  “Now,”  said  he  “owdng  to  a kind  Provi- 
dence, I set  my  face  early  against  that  thing,  I eschewed  the 
sling  in  all  its  shapes,  however  captivating.  M^ell,  I sent  not  a 
long  wdiile  since,  and  got  the  books  of  my  old  master,  and  upon 
examination  I found  that  he  died  in  possession  of  three-fifths  of 
the  farms  of  his  customers  who  used  to  come  and  drink  so  freely 
at  his  cost,”  “’When  the  Avine  Avas  in  the  Avit  Avas  out.”  “They 
became  large  purchasers,  on  long  credits,  and  the  consequence 
Avas  that  the  master  got  the  farms,  and  they  got  the  infamy  of  a 
Alrunkard’s  grave. — They  carried  poverty,  shame,  and  broken 
hearts  into  their  families.”  “AVell,”  said  I,  “What  else  did  your 
master  get?”  “He  got  the  ruin  of  his  family, — almost  every 
one  of  his  sons  Avas  a sot,  and  of  the  young  men  Avho  took  that 
lunch  and  sling  at  eleven  o’clock,  but  one  is  noAV  alive,  and  he  is  an 
intemperate  man.  All  Avere  intemperate,  and  I alone,  said  he, 
am  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.” 

Is  that  the  kind  of  business  on  which  a great  mercantile  asso- 
ciation should  set  its  imprimatur^  and  say  it  is  lawful  ? that  it  is 
right  to  go  abroad  over  the  Avoidd  and  soav  dragons’  teeth,  which 
are  to  start  up  armed  men,  and  monsters  of  such  a retribution  ? 
No,  gentlemen ; the  time,  I trust  in  God,  is  at  hand,  when  all 
that  business — and  I do  not  speak  of  that  alone,  I giA'e  but  an 
example — Avhen  any  business  that  can  be  brought  under  that 
category  of  being  injurious,  AA'ill  stand  proscribed  in  the  mercan- 
tile world ; and  would  to  God  Philadelphia  Avould  give  laAV  on 
this  subject  to  the  trading  world ; that  from  Philadelphia,  in  the 
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next  year  of  grace,  might  go  out  over  the  land  the  decree,  to 
be  read  by  all  men  and  in  all  languages,  that  here  no  man  can 
keep  his  escutcheon  unstained  as  a merchant,  who  joins  himself 
to  such  polluting  tratSc. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  are  other  forms  of  what  may  he  called 
fraud.  When  Ave  sell  an  article  our  yea  should  be  yea,  and  our 
nay,  nay.  The  article  should  be  that  precisely  which  it  purports 
to  be.  I saAv  a grave  judicial  opinion  reported  the  other  day, 
in  Avhich  I understood  it  to  be  contendeil  that  selling  spurious 
champagne  Avas  hardly  an  indictable  oflence,  because  it  had 
become  a respectable  business,  and  respectable  men  were  engaged 
in  it, — men  belonging  to  the  upper  ten,  and,  therefore,  it  Avas 
not  ^Ai’oper  at  all  that  such  men  should  be  regarded  as  criminals, 
and  sent,  as  guilty  of  felony,  to  prison.  The  fact  of  their 
belonging  to  the  upper  ten  only  makes  them  more  criminal. 
The  upper  ten,  at  least,  should  keep  their  hands  away  from 
counterfeiting , Avhether  it  be  counterfeiting  lifpiors,  drugs,  cloths 
or  money.  If  a man  should  habitually  issue  counterfeit  bills  or 
coin  from  his  store,  hoAV  his  name  Avould  be  trumpeted  through- 
out the  land  as  infamous  ; but  he  can  send  the  equivalents  of 
coin  and  bills,  and  scatter  them  everyAA’here,  proclaiming  that 
they  are  what  ho  knoAVS  they  are  not,  and  he  is  respectable  and 
groAvs  rich  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  fraud.  The  time  is  coming 
when  all  that  Avill  be  called  by  its  right  name.  Intelligent,  noble 
hearted  merchants  Avill  say,  begone,  it  belongs  not  to  our  profes- 
sion. Our  profession  is  the  pursuit  of  men  of  honor,  and  Avill 
not,  by  false  labels  or  false  weights  or  false  names,  impose  on 
anybody. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  there  is  a Avorse  fraud  than  any  I have 
yet  mentioned,  and  that  is  fraud  upon  the  employes.  It  does 
not  become  high-minded,  upright  men  simply  to  labor  to  do  as 
other  people  do.  It  is  very  Avell  for  young  men  avIio  have  never 
been  led  to  reflect — it  is  very  Avell  for  young  men  of  hot  blood, 
in  full  chase  after  some  phantom — but  it  does  not  do  for  grave 
men,  for  men  charged  with  responsibility  as  fathers  of  trade,  its 
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leaders,  its  merchant  princes.  It  becomes  them  to  be  cautious. 
They  should,  on  Saturday  night,  gather  round  them  in  imagina- 
tion every  one  ■\vho  has  been  in  their  service — every  clerk,  every 
porter,  every  drayman,  every  servant,  from  tlie  highest  to  the 
loAvest — and  then,  in  the  fearless  spirit  of  Samuel,  appeal  to  their 
enlightened  consciences  to  say,  “ Whom  have  I defrauded,  whom 
have  I oppressed  ? from  whose  hands  have  I taken  any  bribe  to 
blind  my  eyes  therewith  ? Where  is  there  any  among  you  of 
whom  1 have  taken  any  advantage  ? Who  has  suffered  in  his 
person,  in  his  substance,  in  his  integrity  through  any  influence 
of  mine  ? That  is  the  arbitrament  to  which  the  trade  will  be 
brought  at  last  in  the  presence  of  the  great  searcher  of  hearts. 
Is  it  not  wise  to  anticipate  that  day — to  forecast,  as  it  were,  the 
characters  in  that  drama,  and  to  see  whether  we  are  prepared 
for  the  fearful  decision  ? I am  told  that  there  is  a house  in 
a neighboring  city  where  a separate  money  drawer  is  kept,  to 
which  clerks  go  with  the  connivance  of  the  principal,  and  per- 
haps with  his  encouragement,  to  take  pocket-money — for  what 
purpose?  For  the  purpose  of  being,  to  customers  who  have 
come  down  in  ignorance  and  simplicity  from  the  country,  decoy- 
ducks  ; for  the  purpose,  if  need  be,  of  playing  to  their  vices  the 
part  of  pimp  and  pander,  guiding  them  to  the  theatre,  to  the 
gaming  table,  and,  at  last,  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  to  the 
brothel ; that  this  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  employer,  that 
when  the  net  is  fairly  around  the  \’ictim,  he  may  come  and  dis- 
gorge as  a customer.  Is  there  any  thing  like  that  in  Philadel- 
phia ? If  there  is,  need  I say  that  it  is  frowned  upon  by  God  ? 
need  I say  that  it  should  be  frowned  upon  by  every  honest  man  ? 
How  many  a young  man  has  gone  into  that  counting  house  inno- 
cent, pure  and  unsuspecting — the  only  son,  perhaps,  of  his 
mother,  and  she  a widow — and  has  come  out  of  it,  after  having 
done  his  employer’s  bidding,  or  if  not  his  bidding,  his  pleasure, 
for  a few  brief  years,  one  loathsome  mass  of  vice,  of  wretched- 
ness, of  disease. 

Gentlemen,  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  young  merchants,  if 


23 


that  evil  is  here,  be  assiu'ed  it  is  an  evil  for  which  there  must  be 
a reckoning.  Let  it  be  abated,  and  let  me  have  the  glorious 
privilege,  as  I travel  over  this  Commonwealth,  of  assuring  mer- 
chants that  if  they  go  to  Philadelphia  they  will  be  plied  with  no 
such  infernal  arts,  and  I tell  you  that  when  it  is  said  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  said  truly,  that  this  is  the  case,  every  virtuous  man, 
every  customer  whose  custom  is  worth  having,  who  is  not 
likely  to  prove  through  his  vices  a spendthrift  and  a bankrupt, 
and  who  can  get  to  Philadelphia  easily,  will  come  here. 

If  I were  preaching  I would  tell  you  that  Gr'jdliness  is  great 
gain,  but  I am  not  preaching.  I stand  here  as  a citizen  and  a 
man.  I stand  here  to  speak  as  a man  and  a father  to  fathers 
and  brothers ; and  I tell  you  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  Godliness 
merely;  it  is  justice,  simple  just  dealing  which  should  keep  the 
employer  from  using  his  mighty  influence  in  any  way  that  can 
do  harm  to  the  body  or  soul  of  the  employe.  That  employ^ 
when  he  comes  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  should  be 
obliged  to  say,  I have  received,  so  far  as  my  employer  and  mas- 
ter is  concerned,  no  harm  here.  If  I have  been  harmed,  I have 
either  harmed  myself  or  have  been  harmed  by  my  companions, 
but  so  far  as  he  had  influence  he  has  thrown  around  me  a barrier, 
a sacred  barrier  to  protect  my  virtue,  peace  and  hopes,  and  the 
hopes  of  those  who  love  me. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  one  other  kind  of  fraud  which  I will  just 
refer  to  before  I close,  though  I have  already  greatly  trespassed 
on  your  attention,  and  that  is,  a fraud  upon  yourselves. 

Old  Latimer  was  once  told  after  he  had  bought  a knife  for 
2d.  worth  only  Id.,  that  he  had  Ijeen  cozened  by  the  seller. 
“No,  no,”  said  he,  “he  has  not  cozened  me,  he  has  cozened  his 
own  conscience.”  There  is  a vast  deal  of  that  kind  of  cozening 
and  cheating  in  the  world.  There  is  a vast  deal  of  fraud  in  the 
world  wLere  the  mail  finds  at  last  when  he  comes  to  examine  the 
balance  sheet  of  life,  not  the  balance  sheet  of  the  year,  but  the 
balance  sheet  of  his  trading  life,  that  the  greatest  victim,  the 
victim  who  has  been  most  sorely  abused  and  trampled  on  is  liim- 
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self.  If  he  looks  at  that  halance  sheet  as  he  should,  he  will 
stand  front  to  front  -with  the  great  question : “ What  is  a man 
profitted  if  he  gain  the  Avhole  Avorld  and  yet  lose  his  OAvn  soul,” 
which  is  losing  himself  ? llis  ships  have  all  come  in,  the  cargoes 
are  all  saved  and  Avell  sold,  and  there  is  only  one  shipwreck,  but 
it  is  the  shipAvreck  of  all.  The  game  has  been  boldly  and  suc- 
cessfully played  for  a feAV  years,  and  then  comes  bankruptcy  for 
eternity.  “ Thou  fool,”  said  as  Avise  a man  as  any  one:  “thou 
fool,”  to  him  Avho  Avas  laying  the  llattering  unction  to  his  soul, 
that  he  had  goods  laid  up  for  man}"  years,  and  Avas  about  build- 
ing barns  a great  deal  larger  to  store  them  aAvay : “ thou  fool, 
this  night  thy  soul  will  l)e  reipiired  of  thee,  and  tlien  Avhere  shall 
those  things  be.”  And  Avhen  that  night  of  reckoning  comes  and 
the  Ledger  is  opened,  posted  and  settled  for  the  last  time,  then 
we  shall  find  that  Ave  can  carry  aAvay  Avith  us  notliing  but  our 
character,  that  character  the  Aveb  of  which  Ave  have  been  indus- 
triously Aveaving  year  after  year  through  our  trading  life.  The 
great  question  AA'ith  the  conscientious  merchant  should  be,  what 
is  to  be  the  temper,  the  quality  of  that  commodity,  my  charac- 
ter, my  soul,  my  principles ; of  that  which  alone  can  stand  the 
last  searching  fire.  Now,  the  greatest  mistake  we  make  in  prac- 
tical life  is  the  inversion  of  order  betAveen  means  and  ends.  Take 
many  men  of  business  and  ask  them  Avhat  they  are  trading  for, 
and  they  tell  you  that  they  are  trading  for  money,  trading  to 
get  rich.  Well,  that  is  indeed  a sublime  object ! Here,  is  man 
made  in  the  image  of  God,  placed  on  earth  for  the  purpose  of 
being  educated  through  a beneficent  activity  for  a higher  life — 
set  apart  to  business,  in  commerce,  in  agriculture,  in  the  me- 
chanical arts,  in  laAV,  in  medicine  or  divinity  only  that  while 
blessing  others  he  might  still  more  bless  himself  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a perfect  character  before  God,  and  all  that  his  soul  is 
minding  is  to  get  that  which  must  perish  in  the  using,  which  can- 
not be  kept  more  than  three  score  years  and  ten  at  best,  and 
Avhich  frequently  is  not  kept  three  score  months  after  its  acquisi- 
tion. 
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“Riches,”  says  Bacon,  the  wisest  of  mankind  unins2)ired, 
“are  the  baggage  of  virtue, — useful,  like  the  baggage  of  an  army, 
but  yet  an  impediment  to  its  march,”  its  march  to  a better  land. 
The  day  is  coming,  young  merchants,  Avhen  you  will  find  that  the 
amplest  wealth,  after  all,  is  not  to  be  compared  to  a mind  con- 
tent, to  a spirit  at  peace  with  itself  and  with  Heaven,  that  this 
is  the  largest  possible  estate  which  a man  can  compass  in  this 
world,  and  that  he  is  more  likely  to  compass  it  in  the  sheltered 
vales  of  mediocrity  than  on  the  glittering  heights  of  opulence 
and  brilliant  success. 

Young  merchants,  while  you  are  prosecuting  the  voyage  of 
your  professional  life,  you  will  pass  as  did  the  fabled  voyager  of 
old,  very  near  three  sirens.  Those  sirens,  we  are  told,  poured 
forth  music  so  bewitching  that  none  who  listened  could  resist, 
and  that  yet  nobody  approached  their  embraces  without  finchng 
them  pestiferous  and  deadly.  Old  Ulysses,  the  wise,  when  he 
sailed  by,  first  stopped  up  the  ears  of  his  mariners  and  then 
caused  liimself  to  be  bound  fast  to  the  mast.  The  music  floated 
over  the  waves,  poured  into  his  ears,  entranced  his  spirit,  and 
he  cried  “make  for  the  shore,”  but  fortunately  he  had  made 
his  people  so  deaf  that  they  heard  him  not.  The  Argonauts 
when  they  went  in  search  of  the  “ golden  fleece,”  and  were  to 
make  the  same  perilous  voyage,  took  that  Orpheus  with  them 
whose  strains  moved  (it  was  said)  even  the  rocks,  set  trees  in 
motion,  and  caused  eveiy  animal  to  leap  for  joy,  and  it  was  only 
because  those  strains  of  his  music  sounded  louder  and  sweeter 
than  those  which  came  from  the  sirens,  that  their  expedition 
frought  with  such  eventful  destinies  was  able  to  escape.  Young 
merchants,  there  will  be  three  sirens  always  near  your  path  to 
alku’e  you  from  duty.  First,  there  is  pleasure  Avhen  you  are 
young  ; secondly,  there  is  avarice  when  you  have  become  older  ; 
and  thirdly,  there  is  ambition  if  avarice  is  gratified  with  wealth. 
See  that  you  have  in  your  heart  of  hearts  a master  artist,  an 
Orpheus,  whose  strains  will  be  your  protection  in  the  day  of 
peril.  Plant  there  wisdom  ; that  wisdom  which  beginning  in  the 
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fear  of  God,  ends  in  the  love  of  Christ,  and  in  a comprehensive 
charity  towards  all  mankind.  Armed  with  that  spirit,  and 
drinking  in  the  music  Avhich  comes  from  that  still,  small  voice, 
you  will  be  enabled  through  God’s  goodness  to  l)id  defiance  to 
all  the  sorceries  and  all  the  enchantments  of  the  sirens.  And 
when  like  the  Argonauts  of  old  you  have  gained  the  golden 
fleece,  not  perhaps  of  much  estate,  but  of  that  ])eace  of  mind 
which  is  better  than  all  earthly  dignities,  you  will  have  favour 
Avith  Him  Avho  is  the  great  proprietor  and  through  Him  Avith  all 
AA’hom  He  loves,  a favour  A\'liich  comes  only  from  a conscience 
void  of  ofience,  and  a heart  full  of  faith  and  love. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Bishop  Potter’s  Address,  the  Hon.  R. 
T.  Conrad  Avas  introduced  to  the  audience,  and  delivered  the 
folloAving  address : 


ADDRESS 


BT  THE 

HON.  ROHERT  T.  CONRAD. 


Mr.  Presidext  axr 

Ladies  axd  (ttextle.aiex  : 

I feel  that  it  is  a privilege,  and  a great  one,  to  address 
such  an  audience  upon  such  an  occasion ; 1)ut  great  as  is  the 
pi’ide,  the  peril  is  still  greater  in  attempting  to  folloiv,  without 
preparation,  in  the  footsteps  of  the  reverend  gentleman — reverend 
more  from  his  virtues  than  his  station— vho  has  preceded  me. 
I feel  that  it  is  a daring  thus  to  succeed  one  -whom  feiv  can  equal, 
whose  lips  drop  ■wisdom  as  naturally  as  the  stars  drop  rays,  "^rho 
is  powerful  Avithout  pride,  and  pious  Avithout  acerbity  ; and  of 
whom  it  may  be  said,  that  the  loftiness,  the  purity,  and  the  Avis- 
dom  of  his  teachings  are  unequalled,  except  (and  that  exception 
will  he  confirmed  by  an  entire  community,  comprising  the  millions 
between  the  Delaware  and  the  Ohio,)  except  by  the  liA’ing  light 
of  his  illustrious  life  and  exalted  example. 

I feel,  sir,  that  tliis  field  would  be  more  vrorthily  occupied  by 
those  Avho  are  connected  Avith  the  profession ; and  I enter  my 
protest  against  the  reluctance  of  our  merchants  to  perform  public 
duties  like  the  present.  From  a diffidence  Avhich  does  them  in- 
justice, the}'  decline  duties  which  no  others  could  so  well  per- 
form. I would  be  the  last  to  pay  them  idle  compliments  ; and 
it  is  censure,  not  praise,  to  say,  that  duty  being  pretermitted, 
that  no  class  of  our  community  contains  men  more  capable,  as 
thinkers,  as  Avriters  and  as  speakers ; and  that,  in  declining  to 
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perform  duties  -nduc-h  none  could  perform  as  well,  they  do  a 
wrong  to  themselves  and  to  the  public. 

We  all  know,  sir,  that  the  right  hand  of  commerce  has  seized 
and  home  onward  to  every  shore  ami  every  people  the  haiincr  of 
civilization — that  it  has  been,  in  all  ages  and  climes,  the  pioneer 
of  Christianity — that  it  has  kindlcil  lil>erty  Avherevcr  liberty  has 
existed — and  that  its  influences  wherever  their  vivifying  power 
has  extended,  have  been  full-fraught  Avitli  every  blessing  that 
exalts  and  improves  social  life.  In  our  own  history,  we  cannot 
forget  that  it  has  walked  hand  in  hand  with  the  patriot ; and 
that  while  it  was  a Planter  of  Adrginia  that  led  the  battles  of 
liberty,  it  was  a Mercliant  of  lfliiladel])hia  that  fed  and  clothed 
and  paid  his  armies.  We  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  nor  indifierent 
to  the  fact  that  all  ■which  Philadelphia  boasts  of  good  and  great 
is  associated  with  the  history  and  character  of  her  merchants. 
They  liave  originated  the  plans  and  supplied  the  resources  of 
nearly  every  enterprise  that  has  made  our  city  what  it  happily 
is.  There  is  no  fiehl  of  industry,  however  alien  or  remote  from 
their  own — whether  to  erect  a forge  in  the  forest,  to  strike  the 
mountain-side  with  the  sturdy  wand  of  the  coal  miner  and  open 
its  secret  treasures,  or  to  grasp,  with  the  iron  arm  of  the  rail 
road  some  distant  depot  of  wealth,  in  Avhich  they,  our  merchants, 
have  not  Ijeen  the  earliest  and  most  earnest  labourers.  But  not 
only,  and  not  mainly,  have  our  merchants  been  thus  distin- 
guished. W^ho  have  contributed  so  generously  to  build  our 
churches  and  our  schools  ? Could  Philadelphia  have  rejoiced 
without  their  aid,  in  any  one  of  those  institutions  which  do  her 
so  much  honor  ? Her  hospitals,  her  houses  of  refuge,  her  homes 
for  the  homeless,  and  all  the  various  retreats  into  which  misfor- 
tune and  misery  can  shrink.  Who  but  our  business  men  have 
imparted  to  them  the  vigorous  and  practical  beneficence  that 
renders  them  monuments  more  sacred  and  illustrious  than  those 
which  arise  over  the  WTiterloos  of  life  ? Who  but  her  merchants 
have  achieved  this  ? or  perhaps,  rather  who  but  the  ivives  of 
merchants,  for  there  is  no  beam  of  mercy  as  it  drops  from  Idea- 
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veil  that  does  not  light  the  tears  of  ivoinan  weeping  over  the 
suflerings  she  relieves,  and  turn  those  tears  to  diamonds. 

Knowing  this,  sir,  I feel  that  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
do  themselves  injustice,  when  they  go  into  any  other  class  to 
find  an  organ.  Why  is  it — how  is  it — that  they  are  silent. 
Sir,  I know,  and  you  know,  that  they  are  our  profoundest 
thinkers,  and  when  willing,  our  most  vigorous  orators.  It  is 
true,  that  their  lives,  their  deeds,  their  virtues  speak  for  them, 
“with  most  miraculous  organ,” — hut  all  this  affords  no  vindica- 
tion for  the  silence  of  those  so  capable  of  doing  justice  to  them- 
selves and  the  interests  they  so  nobly  espouse. 

I care  not,  sir,  to  enlarge  upon  a sulject  which  has  been,  this 
evening,  touched  with  the  fire  of  genius,  and  hallowed  and  con- 
secrated by  the  hand  that  has  presented  it  to  you ; and  will, 
with  yoiu‘  permission  refer  only,  and  that  brielly  at  this  late 
hour,  to  the  institution  which  has  drawn  us  together  and  for 
w'hich  our  sympathies  are  invoked. 

It  is,  as  I understand  it,  no  mere  institution  of  charity.  It 
is  an  insurance — a company  intended  to  assure  the  merchant 
against  the  perillous  changes  which  affect  all  his  operations  and 
cast  incertitude  over  every  path  of  mercantile  exertion.  It  is 
an  insurance  against  those  awful  and  irresistihle  vicissitudes  with 
which  the  air  itself  is  filled — vicissitudes  that,  in  their  very 
“ pride  of  place”  smite  down  the  best  and  proudest  of  those  who 
throng  the  avenues  of  trade.  There  is  no  one  of  us  who  has 
not  had  occasion  to  weep  over  the  fate  of  some  one  of  our  follow 
citizens,  whose  merits  deserved  a better  fate,  who,  having  strug- 
gled with  all  diligence,  Avith  all  fidelity  to  duty,  rvith  all  devotion 
to  the  object — not  for  the  greed  of  gain,  but  from  motives  Avhich, 
springing  from  the  hearth-stone  rise  even  to  heaven, — has  either 
fallen  into  the  pitfalls  of  fraud,  been  SAvalloAved  up  in  the  (juick- 
sands  of  commercial  reverses,  or  overwhelmed  by  those  Avide  and 
desolating  tempests  which  SAvalloAv  thousands  in  one  common 
calamity.  We  have  seen  such  instances — and  any  one,  man  or 
Avoman,  Avho  does  not  rleplorc  the  fate  of  the  sufferer,  must  be 
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cold,  colli  indeed  ! I know  nothing  that  appeals  more  power- 
fully to  human  sympathy  than  the  case  of  a good  man  struggling 
nobly  against  all  the  terrible  iiiHuences  of  adverse  fortune.  We 
hear  much  of  “merchant  princes,”  and  it  is  usual  to  speak  of 
merchants  as  the  favoured  of  the  race.  Let  me  say,  that  so  far 
as  my  observation  extends  that  there  is  no  class  who,  in  the  first 
stage,  drudge  so  wearily  to  obtain  a place  upon  the  platform  of 
busy  life ; and,  admitted  to  the  field  of  independent  exertion, 
none  labour  so  earnestly  and  anxiously,  give  so  many  hours  to 
toil  and  so  few  to  ease — none  struggle  through  so  many  sacri- 
fices of  comfort  to  the  chance  of  fortune — none  endure  so  in- 
tense a torture  wliile  that  chance  is  undetermined — and  none  so 
frci|uently,  after  all — after  having  paid  the  full  tribute  of  youth, 
time,  heart,  hope  and  happiness  to  the  terrible  stake,  are  at  last 
stricken  doAvn,  never  to  hope  again.  There  is  nothing  in  life  so 
melancholy,  as  the  lot  of  the  man  who  makes  trade  his  king, 
trade  his  master,  and  gives  his  heart  and  life  to  its  service,  who 
wears  its  harness  until  his  erect  form  is  bowed,  his  broAV  corru- 
gated and  his  eye  holloAV  Avith  iinre(|uited  toil — Avho,  AA'hile  his 
sons  and  daughters,  reared  in  the  hope  of  fortune,  are  gathered 
trustingly  and  rejoicingly  around  him,  dares  not  doubt,  dares 
not  falter,  but  struggles,  toils  and  hopes — hopes,  toils  and  strug- 
gles ; and  Avliile  he  feels  heart  and  head  and  sineAA'S  Avax  faint, 
still  jiresses  on,  on,  and  still  on,  till  his  anguished  Avife,  as  she 
watches  over  his  perturbed  sleep,  gathers  from  his  muttered 
words  the  first  tidings  of  the  ruin  that  is  toppling  above  him,  to 
fall  into  that  cureless  confusion  OA'er  Avhich  the  censorious  in 
society  too  frequently  rejoice — aaLIcIi  the  Avorld  seldom  pities  and 
never  relieves. 

Of  chance  and  change,  Oh  let  not  man  comjdain, 

Else  -will  he  never,  never  cease  to  mourn. 

Of  chance  and  change  in  all  our  commercial  relations,  who  is 
there,  especially  at  the  present  moment,  that  can  “ take  a bond 
of  Fate  ?”  Who  is  there  that  knoAvs  the  future  ? Who  is  there 
that  dares  tread  the  earth  as  he  goes  to  his  counting  house,  and 
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think  of  the  future  as  within  his  own  possession  and  control  ? 
That  man  does  not  live.  However  woaltliy  he  may  be,  if  that 
wealth  be  thrown  upon  the  treacherous  tides  of  trade  no  one  can 
assert  that  its  fate  may  not  be  a disastrous  one.  The  vessel 
may  be  staunch,  the  reckoning  truthful,  the  sky  stormless  and 
the  waves  calm — when,  all  sail  set  and  the  onmijtotence  of  steam 
urging  her  on  with  the  flight  of  a falcon,  she  may,  like  the 
Arctic,  in  the  fog  of  commercial  doubts  and  commercial  diffi- 
culties, encounter  the  fatal  crash.  Oire  moment  spurring  the 
ocean  in  the  pride  of  conscious  power — the  next,  a wild  shriek, 
and  she  is  unseen,  or  seen  only  in  the  fragments  that  float  above, 
upon  the  ocean  that  engulphed  her. 

It  is  then  our  duty,  a duty  Ave  OAve  to  ourselves — for  I feel  as 
if  I myself  Avere  connected  Avitli  the  mercantile  society  of  Phila- 
delphia— and  I am  connected  Avith  it,  for  those  dearest  to  me  are 
in  it  and  of  it,  and  disaster  to  them  Avould  be  direst  disaster  to 
me — to  proAude  against  the  Avorst  that  may  l)efal  those  Avho  float 
on  with  us  in  the  tracks  of  trade ; to  sustain  those  Avho  are 
feeble,  to  bind  up  the  Avounds  Avhich  misfortune  may  inflict  upon 
those  AA’ho  are  helpless,  and  to  encourage,  if  it  be  possible  to 
encourage,  the  unfortunate  to  retrieve  their  fortunes.  In  doing 
this  we  wound  no  spirit  of  pride.  It  is,  as  I stated,  a mutual 
assurance,  in  which  all  enter,  and  the  benefits  of  Avhich  all  share. 
No  man  need  feel  the  blush  of  honest  pride  in  partaking  of  that 
benefit,  for  he  himself  has  aided  in  constituting  the  fund,  and  he 
but  withdraws  from  it  that,  or  a portion  of  that,  which  he  lumself 
invested.  And  for  the  beneficence  of  such  a charity — so  noble, 
so  high  spirited,  so  Avide  spread,  so  glorious  in  all  its  results — for 
the  influence  of  that  hoAV  can  you,  or  any  who  contribute  to  it, 
be  sufficiently  requited  ? Believe  me  that  you  will  be,  in  the 
blessings  of  those  Avho  participate  in  its  advantages. 

“ Think  uot  the  jnst, 

The  gentle  deeds  of  mercy  you  have  done  x 

Shall  be  forgotten  all : the  poor,  the  crush'd 

Will  cry  to  heaven,  ami  pull  down  blessings  on  you  !” 
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6 'William  A.  Bolin, 

7 John  E.  Addicks, 

8 Augustus  B.  Shipley, 

9 Francis  Bacon, 

10  Williaai  IL  Love, 


I 11  Joshua  L.  Bailey, 

; 12  Thomas  F.  Brady, 
j 13  Thomas  II.  Fenton, 
j 14  Charles  S.  Ogden, 

^ 15  A.  L.  Bonnafeon, 

16  Bettle  Paul, 

, 17  John  Price  Wetiierill, 
■ 18  John  H.  Atwood, 

: 19  .Jacob  W.  Stout, 

20  John  E.  Cope. 


PRESIDENT. 

WILLIAM  C.  LUDWIG. 

TREASURER. 

EDAVm  MITCHELL. 

SECRETARY. 

WILLIAM  A.  BOLIN. 

PHYSICIANS. 

ROBERT  P.  THOMAS,  M.  D.,  COLIN  ARROTT,  M.  D., 
SAMUEL  MURPHY,  M.  D. 

COUNSELLORS. 

WILLIAM  B.  REED,  Esq.,  CHARLES  GIBBONS,  Esq., 
HENRY  M.  PHILLIPS,  Esq. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


BELIEF. 

JOHN  E.  ADDICKS,*  159  Market  Street. 

WILLIAM  11.  BACON,  N.  W.  cor.  Front  and  Walnut  Sts. 
OWEN  EVANS,  194i  Market  Street. 

WILLIAM  11.  LOVE,  54  Ohestnut  Street. 

JOHN  H.  ATWOOD,  5 Walnut  Street. 


WAYS  AXD  ]\IEAXS. 

JOSHUA  L.  BAILY,* 

THOMAS  H.  FENTON, 

DANIEL  STEINMETZ, 

A.  B.  SHIPLEY, 

THOMAS  F.  BBADY. 

REGISTRY. 

WILLIAM  A.  BOLIN,*  S.  E.  cor.  Eighth  and  Market  Sts. 
JOHN  E.  ADDICKS,  159  3Iarket  Street. 

JOHN  H.  ATWOOD,  5 Walnut  Street. 


EOO:\L 

FRANCIS  BACON,* 
J.  W.  STOUT. 


ME?(ir.ERSIIIP. 

CHARLES  S.  OGDEN,*  106  Worth  Third  Street. 
A.  L.  BONNAFFON,  95  Market  Street. 

BETTLE  PAUL,  40  3Iarket  Street. 

AUDITING. 

JOHN  PRICE  WETIIERILL,* 
JOHN  E.  COPE. 
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* Chairman. 


THE  MERCANTILE  BENEFICIAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHILADELPHIA  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  EDWIN  MITCHELL,  TREASURER, 
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EDWIN  MITCHELL, 

Philadelphia,  November  Xith,  1854.  Treasurer. 

4^  The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  report  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  present  the  Annual  Report  of  that  ofiBcer 
as  correct.  WILLIAM  II.  LOI  B, 

November  14Wi,  1854.  DANIEL  STEINMETZ. 


AN  ACT 


TO  INCORPORATE  THE 

MERCANTILE  BENEFICIAL  ASSOCIATION 

OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


PREAMBLE. 

Whereas,  It  hath  been  clearly  shown,  by  experience,  that 
associations  for  benevolent  purposes,  amongst  those  whose  pur- 
suits and  daily  avocations  are  of  kindred  nature,  have  often  been 
productive  of  great  advantage  to  those  concerned  therein,  there- 
fore. 

We,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  the  annexed  Constitution, 
engaged  in  IMercantile  pursuits  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and 
its  vicinity,  impelled  by  this  truth,  and  admonishe<l  by  the  pre- 
carious nature  of  trade,  and  the  great  vicissitudes  and  adversities 
to  which  its  votaries  are  liable,  have  formed  themselves  into  a 
society,  to  be  styled  the 

MERCANTILE  BENEFICIAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 

which  society  shall  have  for  its  objects,  the  promotion  of  friend- 
ship and  brotherly  affection  amongst  its  members,  the  distribu- 
tion, under  proper  regulations,  of  pecuniary  aid  to  such  of  them 
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as  may  at  any  time  stand  in  need  of  it,  the  pleasant  interchange 
of  kind  feelings  and  views  between  the  elder  and  younger  mem- 
bers, whether  as  merchants  or  clerks,  employers  or  employed, 
and  the  incidental  elevation  of  the  mercantile  character  of  our 
City  and  State.  In  view  of  these  objects,  the  members  agree  to 
fulfil  with  honor  and  good  faith,  the  duties  implied  in  the  follow- 
ing Constitution  and  Jly-laws,  which,  after  mutual  concert  and 
due  deliberation,  have  been  adopted  for  their  rule  and  govern- 
ment. 

The  Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia  having 
been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  condition  of 
such  of  its  indigent  members  as  may  be  suffering  from  sickness 
or  want  of  employment,  or  other  causes,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  the  common  welfare  of  the  members  tliereof,  and  being  desirous, 
as  a means  for  the  better  accomplishment  of  their  benevolent 
objects,  to  be  constituted  a body  politic  and  corporate. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  Inj  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bejore- 
sentatives  of  the  Commonivealtlt  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  Mercantile  Beneficial  Association  of  Philadelphia 
is  hereby  constituted  a body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and 
in  law,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  “Mercantile  Beneficial 
Association  of  Philadelphia,”  whicli  corporation  shall  consist  of 
all  persons  who  are  now  members,  or  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
as  such,  agreeably  to  the  By-Laivs  of  the  said  Association,  and 
by  the  said  corporate  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and 
shall  be  forever  capable  in  law  to  take,  hold  and  sell  real  estate 
in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  to  mortgage  and  let  the  same ; 
and  take  and  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  by  gift,  grant,  devise, 
or  bequest,  or  other  larvful  means,  and  sell  or  ilispose  of  the  same ; 
to  have  a common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  pleasure;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  generally  to  do  all  such 
matters  and  things  that  may  be  lawful  and  necessary  for  them 
to  do  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  recited  in  the  preamble 
to  this  act. 
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Sect.  2.  Tlie  affairs  of  the  Association  shall  he  conducted  hy 
a Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  t-wenty  members,  'who  shall 
be  elected  hy  ballot  at  a general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  November  of  each  and 
every  year,  (of  which  at  least  six  days’  notice  shall  he  given  in 
three  neAvspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,)  and  shall  continue 
in  office  for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  he  duly 
elected  and  organized. 

Sect.  3.  The  members  elected  as  a Board  of  Managers  shall 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  after  their  election,  and  organize  their 
board,  by  electing  by  ballot  a President,  Treasurer  and  Secre- 
tary ; hut  no  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  President,  or  Trea- 
surer, who  is  not  a member  of  the  Board  of  hlanagers. 

Sect.  4.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  the  control  of  all 
the  accounts,  moneys  and  property  of  the  Association,  and  may  ap- 
propriate the  funds  thereof  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  them 
most  conducive  to  the  interests  and  objects  of  the  Association. 
They  shall  have  full  power  to  make  such  By-Laws  as  may  he 
deemed  necessary  to  effect  the  objects  of  the  Association;  Pro- 
vided^ such  By-Laws  are  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State  or  of  the  Bnited  States. 
And p'ovided  further,  That  the  privileges  hereby  granted  shall 
not  be  used  for  hanking  purposes,  nor  shall  the  annual  income 
of  said  Association  at  any  time  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  5.  Every  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Association 
a sum  of  money  to  he  fixeil  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  no 
member  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  or  shall  he  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  election  for  officers,  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  sum  so 
fixed  for  the  year  within  which  such  election  shall  be  held. 

Sect.  6.  The  Treasurer  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  the  hooks,  papers,  moneys,  and 
accounts  in  his  possession,  shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  their 
inspection  and  control.  He  shall  give  security  to  the  Board  of 
hlanagers,  to  be  approved  hy  them,  for  the  faithful  application 
of  all  moneys  of  the  Association  that  may  come  into  his  hands. 
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Sect.  7.  At  every  annual  meeting,  held  in  pursuance  of  the 
second  section  of  tliis  act,  the  Hoard  of  Managers  shall  make  a 
full  report  of  the  condition  and  affairs  of  the  Association,  and  of 
all  their  proceedings  during  the  terms  for  which  they  shall  have 
held  office. 

Sect.  8.  The  Board  of  iManagers  at  present  in  office,  shall  be 
and  remain  so  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and 
organized,  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Sect.  9.  The  Legislature  reserves  the  riglit  to  modify,  alter 
or  annul  the  privileges  hereby  granted,  in  such  manner,  however, 
as  to  do  no  injustice  to  the  corporators. 


JAMES  BOSS  SNOWDEN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives. 

WILLIAM  BIGLEK, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  four. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Secretary' s Office. 

I certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  the 

d Assembly,  as  tlie  same 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  L 

PRESIDENT. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  appoint  all  committees  not  appointed 
by  the  Board,  announce  the  result  of  all  votes,  see  that  all  officers 
and  committees  properly  perform  their  duties,  enforce  an  obser- 
vance of  the  Constitution,  By-Lavs,  and  Rules  of  Order. 

It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  call  a special 
meeting  upon  application  being  made  in  writing  by  seven  members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

In  his  absence  the  Board  shall  appoint  a President  tern. 

ARTICLE  II. 

SECRETARY. 

The  Secretary,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  give  such  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  thereof  as  may 
be  deemed  sufficient  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

He  shall,  in  a book  provided  for  the  purpose,  fairly  and  regu- 
larly enter  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Association,  with  a 
register  of  all  the  names  of  members,  and  carefully  record  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Association  and  its  Board  of  Managers. 

He  shall  make  out  certificates  of  membership,  bills  for  the  cur- 
rent dues  of  members,  attend  to  their  collection,  post  the  same 
regularly,  and  pay  all  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  Treasurer, 
taking  his  receipt  therefor. 
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Tic  sliall  summon  the  Board  of  Managers  as  may  he  directed, 
keep  an  account  of  the  distribution  of  all  moneys,  notify  all  com- 
mittees of  their  appointment  through  their  chairman,  and  shall 
transmit  to  him  any  documents  rclatiA^e  thereto,  -within  two  days 
after  the  a]-)pointment  of  the  committee,  and  incorporate  the 
reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  all  committees  in  the  minutes. 

lie  shall  keep  a record  of  deaths  of  memhers  of  which  he  may 
receive  information,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Tloard  monthly, 
and  present  to  their  stated  meetings  a detailed  report  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  also  a full  and  particular  account  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Association  during  the  year,  in  time  to  he  incorpo- 
rated in  the  annual  report,  as  provided  for  in  the  charter,  and 
do  all  the  writing  and  other  business  Avhich  the  Board  may 
require. 

lie  shall  receive  a salary  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly ; seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  for  collecting 
dues,  and  five  per  cent,  for  interest  moneys. 

On  retiring  from  office  he  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  all 
books,  papers,  moneys,  vouchers,  &c.,  which  may  be  in  his  cus- 
tody. 

ARTICLE  III. 

TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  give  security  in  such  sum  as  the  Board  of  iNIanagers  shall 
deem  sufficient,  for  the  faithful  custody  of  all  such  deeds,  mort- 
gages, ground  rents,  moneys  and  monied  obligations,  as  may 
come  into  his  care  by  virtue  of  his  office. 

He  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all  moneys  that  may  come 
into  his  possession  through  the  Secretary  or  otherwise,  pay  all 
drafts  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Belief  or  other  committees, 
authorized  to  draw  from  the  funds  of  the  Association ; report  the 
state  of  the  treasury  to  the  Board  at  every  stated  meeting,  or  at 
any  special  meeting  when  the  Board  may  require,  and  furnish  a 
statement  to  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the  Association  at 
their  annual  meeting. 
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At  the  expiration  of  his  oflBcial  career,  he  shall  hand  over  the 
hooks,  papers  and  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Associa- 
tion, to  his  successor  in  office. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BOAKD  OP  MAl^AGERS. 

Section  1. — The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  once  in  every 
month,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  appoint. 

Sect.  2. — Special  meetings  of  the  Board  may  be  held  at  the 
call  of  seveyi  members,  vrhich  number  shall  at  all  times  constitute 
a quorum. 

Sect.  3. — Two-thu’ds  of  the  members  present  at  any  meet- 
ing shall  have  the  power  to  declare  the  place  of  any  member  of 
their  body  vacant  who  shall  have  absented  himself  from  his  duties 
for  thi’ee  consecutive  months,  upon  notice  being  given  one  month 
previous  to  action  thereon. 

Sect.  4. — A majority  of  the  Board  shall  have  the  power  to 
fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  their  body ; all  nominations 
to  be  made  at  least  one  month  previous  to  the  election. 

Sect.  5. — They  shall  be  empowered  to  apply  the  funds  of 
the  Association  to  the  relief  of  those  members  who  have  been 
regular  contributors  for  two  years,  and  otherwise  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  who  are  in  any 
way  disabled  from  pm’suing  them  respective  avocations,  and  shall 
have  discretionary  power  to  extend  relief  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  deceased  members. 

Sect.  6. — Xo  committee,  except  the  Relief  Committee  and 
the  Committee  of  Mays  and  Means,  as  provided  for  in  Article 
V.,  shall  be  authorized  to  contract  bills  or  make  appropriations 
until  authority  has  been  given  by  the  Board. 

Sect.  7. — They  may  appoint  such  Counsellors  at  Law,  and 
Physicians  (not  exceeding  thi’ee  of  each  profession,)  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Sect.  8. — They  shall  present  a full  report  of  their  proceedings 
and  the  state  of  the  Association,  at  each  annual  meeting. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed  or 
electe'l,  who  may  adopt  such  regidations  for  their  government  as 
may  (being  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
and  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Managers,)  fully 
and  effectually  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  appointment.^ 

IsL — Committee  of  Wa^s  and  3Ieans. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  five.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to 
devise  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its  stated  meetings,  such 
measures  as  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  advancement  of 
the  prosperity  and  interests  of  the  Association,  and  the  carrying 
out  of  the  objects  and  intentions  recited  in  the  Preamble  and 
Charter  thereof. 

They  shall  examine  all  bills  against  the  Association,  previous 
to  appropriations  being  made  therefor,  and  sign  all  orders  upon 
the  Treasui-er,  except  those  of  the  Relief  Committee. 

They  shall  have  power  to  order  the  payment  of  any  bill  or 
bills  authorized  by  the  Board,  which  they  know  to  be  correct, 
previous  to  the  action  of  the  Board  thereon. 

They  shall  ascertain  from  time  to  time  the  indebtedness  of  the 
members,  the  proper  payment  of  all  moneys  due  to  and  from  the 
Association,  and  for  the  proper  discharge  of  these  duties,  shall 
have  access  at  all  times  to  the  books  and  papers  relating  thereto 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

They  shall  from  time  to  time  invest  such  amount  of  the  unap- 
propriated funds  in  the  Treasury  as  the  Board  may  direct. 

2d. — Relief  Committee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  five,  and  shall  be  elected  by 
the  Board  of  Managers  on  the  evening  of  their  organization,  and 
shall  hold  their  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  The 
name  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  act  as  Chair- 
man ; when  two  or  more  receive  the  same  number  of  votes,  he 
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shall  be  elected  by  the  committee.  All  vacancies  that  occur  in 
this  committee  shall  be  filled  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

It  shall  be  their  duty  to  receive  and  examine  all  applications 
for  relief,  and  when  they  believe  the  object  worthy  and  eligible, 
they  shall  extend  such  aid  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may,  in 
their  judgment  require,  provided  that  no  applicant  shall  receive 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars  within  any  period  of  twelve 
inonths,  without  special  action  of  the  Board. 

They  shall  report  the  result  of  their  operations  at  every  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  ; if  it  should  then  be  deemed  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Association,  they  shall  present  all  the  attendant 
circumstances,  tvithholding  the  name  of  the  applicant,  unless 
called  for  by  a vote. 

A majority  of  the  committee  shall  have  power  to  act,  and  their 
orders  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by  said  majority,  inclu- 
ding the  chairman,  or  in  his  absence  the  Chan-man  pro  tern. 


Bd. — Committee  on  Membership. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  three.  It  shall  be  their  duty 
to  receive  and  examine  into  the  eligibility  of  all  applicants  for 
membership,  and  report  the  same  to  the  first  stated  meeting  of 
the  Board,  when,  if  no  objections  be  made,  they  shall  be  ballot- 
ted  for. 


4t7i. — Registry  Committee. 

This  Committee  shall  consist  of  three^  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
receive  and  examine  all  applications  for  employment,  and  shall 
exert  themselves  to  further  the  vieAvs  of  the  applicant.  The 
name  of  the  applicant,  and  all  the  attendant  circumstances,  shall 
be  held  strictly  confidential.  Bespectable  minors,  not  members 
of  the  Association,  may  have  their  names  recorded  in  the 
books  of  Registry,  upon  application  to  this  Committee. 
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bth. — Room  Committee. 

Tills  Committee  shall  consist  of  tioo.  Tt  shall  he  their  duty  to 
take  charge  of  the  meeting  room  of  the  Association  and  the  pro- 
perty therein ; to  see  that  it  lie  kept  in  proper  order,  and  sub-let 
the  same  'when  not  required  for  the  meetings  of  the  Association ; 
they  shall  also  attend  to  the  collecting  of  rents,  and  pay  the 
same  to  the  Treasimer. 

6f /«. — A uditinfi  Com m ittee. 

This  committee  shall  consist  of  -whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  just  pre- 
vious to  the  annual  meeting,  and  report  the  result  of  their  inves- 
tigations to  the  Board  of  iNIanagers  in  time  for  their  action  pre- 
vious to  said  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

REPORTS  OR  COMMITTEES. 

All  committees  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the 
Board,  and  no  committee  shall  be  discharged  until  all  bills' 
incurred  by  it  shall  have  been  paid. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

VACANCIES  IN  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  any 
stamling  or  special  committee,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  shall 
have  the  power  to  remove  any  member  of  said  committee  at  their 
pleasui’e. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

CHAIRMAN  OP  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1. — The  first  named  on  a committee  shall  act  as  Chair- 
man thereof  until  another  shall  have  been  chosen,  and  all  reports 
of  special  committees  must  be  signed  by  a majority,  unless  it  be 
a’  minority  report.  Reports  of  standing  committees  may  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  only. 
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Sect.  2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  all  commit- 
tees to  call  meetings  and  notify  the  members  of  the  time  and 
place  of  assembling. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

FIXES. 

Section  1. — ^Members  of  committees  not  reporting  may  be 
fined  an  amount  not  exceeding  25  cents. 

Sect.  2. — Any  member  absent  from  roll  call,  shall  be  fined  124 
cents ; if  absent  from  the  meeting,  shall  be  fined  25  cents,  unless 
excused  on  account  of  sickness  or  absence  from  the  city. 

ARTICLE  X. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

Sect.  1. — The  entrance  fee  to  this  Association  shall  he  one 
dollar,  payable  in  advance. 

Sect.  2. — Each  member  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of 
three  dollars  per  annum. 

Sect.  3. — Any  member  paying  twenty-five  dollars,  shall  be 
(unless  expelled)  a member  for  life. 

Sect.  4. — Any  male  resident  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  have 
andved  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  desirous  of  becoming  a 
member  of  this  Association,  after  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of 
being  at  the  time  of  application,  and  of  having  been  for  one  year 
pre\dous,  employed  in  a mercantile  business,  may  be  proposed  to 
the  Committee  on  Membership,  who  shall  investigate  his  eligibility, 
and  report  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Board;  if  he  then 
receive  two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  members  present,  pay  the 
entrance  fee,  and  sign  the  Constitution,  he  shall  become  a member 
of  the  Association. 

Sect.  5. — A hen  a person  is  proposed  for  membershiji,  his  place 
of  business  or  residence  and  vocation  shall  be  stated  and  a refer- 
ence as  to  eligibility  given,  upon  whom  the  Committee  on  Mem- 
bership shall  call. 
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Sect..  6. — Any  person  desiring  to  resign  shall  signify  his  wish 
in  writing,  addressed  to  the  Board,  and  pay  all  duos,  those  of  the 
current  year  inclusive. 

Sect.  7. — If  it  shall  be  found  before  the  Board  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  be  guilty  of  disgraceful  conduct,  or  that 
he  follows  any  unlawful  occupation  as  a means  of  livelihood,  he 
may  be  (by  a (Majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Board  present  at  a 
stated  meeting)  expelled  from  the  Association. 

Sect.  8. — -Vny  member  of  the  Association  in  arrears  to  the 
amount  of  two  years'  contributions,  or  who  refuses  to  pay  his 
contributions,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  demand  benefits,  and  may 
be  expelled  from  the  Association. 

Sect.  b. — When  a charge  shall  have  been  made  against  any 
member,  and  a motion  to  expel  be  made  such  motion  shall  lie 
over  till  the  next  stated  meeting,  when  action  may  be  taken  upon 
it ; notice  shall  at  once  be  given  l)y  the  Secretary  to  the  member 
against  whom  the  charge  is  made  of  the  existence  of  the  same. 

Sect.  10. — At  the  request  of  thirty  members  of  the  Association, 
a special  meeting  shall  be  called  by  the  Secretary,  notice  of 
which  shall  be  given  three  days  previously  in  at  least  three  of 
the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  11. — Forty  members  of  the  Association  assembled  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

AETICLE  XL 

CHANGE  OF  BY-LAWS. 

No  alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  made  in  these  By-Laws 
unless  the  same  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a stated  meeting 
of  the  Board,  one  month  previous  to  action  being  taken. 


EULES  OE  OEDEE. 


Article  I. 

The  order  of  business  at  each  stated  meeting  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  To  call  the  roll. 

2.  To  read  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

3.  To  read  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

4.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

5.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Relief  Committee. 

6.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

7.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Registry  Committee. 

8.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Room  Committee. 

9.  To  read  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  when  made. 

10.  To  read  the  reports  of  the  Special  Committees. 

11.  To  ballot  for  newly  proposed  members. 

12.  To  take  up  unfinished  business. 

13.  To  read  bills  for  expenses  incimred. 

14.  To  collect  fines. 

15.  To  take  up  new  business. 


Article  II. 

Any  member  having  a motion  to  offer  shall  address  the  chair, 
and  shall  not  be  interrupted,  unless  by  a call  to  order,  an  inquiry, 
or  an  explanation. 
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Article  III. 

All  motions  must  be  seconded,  and,  when  required,  reduced  to 
writing ; if  in  order,  they  shall  be  stated  to  the  Board  by  the 
President,  after  which  any  member  of  the  Board  may  speak 
upon  them. 

Article  IV. 

No  question  can  be  withdrawn  after  having  been  stated  to  the 
Board,  except  permission  be  granted  by  a majority  present. 

Article'  V. 

Section  1.  When  a question  is  before  the  Board,  no  motion 
shall  be  received,  except  to  adjourn,  for  the  previous  question, 
to  lay  on  the  table,  to  jiostpone,  to  divide,  to  commit,  or  to 
amend. 

Sect.  2.  When  a question  shall  have  been  postponed,  referred 
to  a committee,  or  laid  on  the  table,  it  cannot  be  again  brought 
forward  on  the  same  evening,  excepting  by  a vote  of  reconsider- 
ation, which  must  be  sustained  by  a majority  of  two-thirds 
present. 

Sect.  3.  A motion  for  reconsideration  must  be  made  and 
seconded  by  members  who  voted  with  the  majority  in  the  first 
instance. 


Article  VI. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  question 
without  permission  from  the  chair,  and  all  debate  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Article  VII. 

When  a motion  is  made  and  seconded,  the  President  shall  state 
the  question  to  the  Board  in  due  form,  and  before  putting  it  to 
vote,  he  shall  ask,  is  the  Board  ready  for  the  question,  after 
which,  if  no  member  rises  to  speak,  it  may  immediately  be  put. 
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Article  VIII. 

The  President  shall  decide  all  Rules  of  Order,  and  the  result 
of  all  votes,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Board,  a majority  of 
whom  may  reverse  his  decision. 

Article  IX. 

All  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a majority  of  the  Board, 
and  all  members  not  voting  upon  a question  shall  be  considered 
as  voting  in  the  affirmative. 


Article  X. 

Any  member  of  the  Board  addi’essing  the  chair,  either  by  mo- 
tion or  otherwise,  must  rise. 

Article  XI. 

A motion  to  adjourn,  amend,  divide,  commit,  or  postpone,  shall 
always  be  in  order,  unless  a member  is  addi-essing  the  chair  at 
the  time  said  motion  is  made. 

Article  XII. 

"When  a question  of  order  arises  in  consequence  of  a member 
having  been  declared  out  of  order  by  the  President,  and  an  ap- 
peal taken  from  his  decision,  he  (the  member)  shall  take  his  seat 
until  the  same  shall  have  been  decided, 
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Ashlmrst,  Richard 
Brown,  David  S. 

Bowen,  William  E. 

Byerly,  D.  Davis 
Carter,  William  M. 

Gibbons,  G.  W.  jr., 

Grundy,  Edmund 
Ilallowell,  M.  L. 

Ilaseltine,  W.  B. 

Love,  Alfred  H. 

Love,  William  H. 

McHeniy,  George 

ANNUA 

Adams,  A.  W. 

Adams,  Henry  S. 

Adams,  Charles 
Adams,  C.  J. 

Addicks,  J.  E. 

Aitkin,  Edward  R, 

Allen,  J.  B.  A. 

Allen,  Samuel 
Altemus,  J.  B. 

Altemus,  Samuel  T. 

Anderson,  Edward  J. 

Anners,  H.  F. 

Anspach,  John  jr., 

Anspach,  William 
Allison,  James  J. 


Medara,  Joseph  S. 
Milne,  David 
Mitchell,  Edwin 
Myers,  John  B. 
Nugent,  George  jr.,. 
Price,  Richard 
Porteus,  James  A. 
Rolin,  William  A. 
Sharpless,  D.  Offley 
Walsh,  Robert  F. 
Wiener,  Heinrich 
Wilson,  Oliver  H. 

L MEMBERS. 

Ashmead,  Samuel  B, 
Asson,  W.  T. 
Attmore,  William  T. 
Atwood,  John  H. 
Atwood,  John  M. 
Austie,  Henry 
Axe,  William  H. 
Abbott,  Edward 
Atkinson,  F.  T. 
Aitken,  E.  R. 

Babbitt,  William  W. 
Bacon,  Francis 
Bacon,  William  H. 
Baily,  Joshua  L. 
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Baily,  Thomas  L. 
Baird,  Francis  R. 
Baird,  William  S. 
Baker,  William  E.  S. 
Bancroft,  Harry 
Bargh,  William 
Barr,  Benjamin 
Barker,  Abraham 
Bates,  Joseph  W. 
Baum,  J.  S. 

Beekley,  N.  S. 

Bell,  R.  J. 

Bellerjeau,  Henry 
Bispham,  Samuel 
Blumer,  Charles  E. 
Blackburn,  C.  J. 

Blye,  Henry 
Bodine,  Jt)hn  F. 
Boggs,  Charles 
Boker,  E.  D.  jr. 

Boker,  William  C. 
Boland,  John  J. 
Bolden,  George 
Bonnaffon,  A.  L. 
Boswell,  James  I. 
Bowlby,  Edward 
Bowen,  Smith 
Bowlby,  Thomas  V. 
Boyd,  John  Oliver 
Brooks,  Edward  S. 
Brown,  George  T. 
Brown,  T.  Horace 
Bradshaw,  William  K. 
Brady,  P. 

Brady,  Thomas  F. 
Brenner,  John  G. 
Brognard,  L.  N. 


Brooke,  Lewis  P. 
Buck,  Francis  N. 
Buck,  William  B. 
Bucknor,  A.  J. 
Bullock,  Benjamin 
Bullock,  George  W. 
Bunn,  Sol.  M. 
Burnett,  Joseph  S. 
Burton,  George  W. 
Burr,  John  J. 

Bush,  Vancamp 
Butler,  E.  H. 

Byerly,  Elwood 
Barnes,  William  J. 
Boring,  Thomas  W. 
Berger,  James  S. 
Blanchard,  John  D. 
Brown,  William 
Bonbright,  James 
BiuTowes,  Edward  R. 
Barnes,  William  H. 
Benners,  II.  B. 
Bullock,  Charles 
Bullock,  George 
Brock,  George  E. 
Bunn,  Horace  F. 
Boring,  Thomas  W. 

Caldwell,  J.  R. 
Campbell,  Alexander 
Cannon,  James 
Chalfant,  Robert 
Carlton,  Henry 
Chaffee,  James 
Chaffee,  William 
Corey,  S.  S. 

Corey,  H.  N. 
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Carpenter,  Samuel  P. 
Carpenter,  Edwin  B, 
Carrigan,  J.  jr. 

Coult,  John  B. 

Cattell,  A.  G. 

Chance,  J.  C. 
Chandler,  James  B. 
Chaplain,  William  J. 
Cheesman,  John  V. 
Chew,  Joseph  jr. 
Christian,  S.  J. 
Christy,  William  M, 
Chur,  A.  T. 
Churchman,  C.  W, 
Claghorn,  James  L. 
Clark,  Jacob 
Clarke,  Charles  E. 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Colbert,  C.  Stroud, 
Collins,  William  M. 
Connell,  William  B. 
Conrad,  Harry 
Cope,  Edwin  B. 
Cottringer,  Joseph  F. 
Cowperthwaite,  Edwin 
Coxe,  Jesse 
Cregar,  B.  N. 

Croft,  Samuel 
Creutzborg,  Samuel  L, 
Crissy,  James 
Croasdill,  Charles  W. 
Cross,  Francis  E. 
Culton,  A.  B. 
Cummings,  John  S. 
Cummins,  Daniel  B. 
Cunningham,  P. 
Cunningham,  Peter  F, 


Chaffee,  James 
Chaffee,  William 
Cope,  John  E. 

Carson,  Thomas 
Cadwallader,  Charles  N. 
Chalfant,  John  E. 
Connelly,  E,.  B. 
Cumming,  James  A, 
Crenshaw,  E.  A. 

Coffin,  Lemuel 
Carrington,  W.  M. 
Cochran,  James  H. 
Coates,  George  M. 

Dacosta,  George  F, 
Dallett,  Elijah 
Davis,  C.  K.  jr. 

Davies,  Charles  E. 
Davies,  Edward  S. 
Davies,  S.  N. 

Davis,  Edward  M. 

Day,  Henry 
Dehaven,  Charles 
Deitrich,  George  V, 
Dewy,  George 
Divers,  J.  F. 

Dickson,  Levi 
Diller,  Peter 
Donnel,  James  C. 
Donohue,  George  W, 
Dutilh,  E.  G. 

Duncan,  James  J. 

Dunn,  Charles  C. 
Durborrow,  A.  C. 
Dwight,  Francis  G. 
Dewald,  S.  C. 

Dumont,  J.  T.  B. 
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Dumont,  S.  B. 

Day,  George  W. 
Dietrich,  George  V. 
Dulles,  J.  H.  jr. 

Eai-p,  George  B. 
Eckey,  George  F. 
Eckey,  John  H. 
Eggman,  C.  F. 

Egner,  J.  H. 

Eliot,  Frank  A. 
Elliott,  William  B. 
Ellison,  William  P. 
Ely,  John 
Evans,  John  H. 
Evans,  J oshua  D. 
Evans,  Owen 
Evans,  Robert  E. 
Evans,  S.  R. 

Evans,  William 
Evans,  William  R. 
Everly,  William  A. 
Ewing,  Robert 
Edwards,  Howard 
Ellis,  C.  J. 

Emanuel,  J.  M. 

Elton,  Anthony  jr, 
Ettla,  D.  R. 

Facon,  Thomas 
Farrell,  John  W. 
Fales,  George 
Fausset,  John 
Faxon,  Nathaniel  S. 
Faust,  David 
Feather,  Alexander  S. 
Fenton,  Thomas  H. 
Fine,  J.  Y. 


Field,  H.  C. 

Field,  William 
Firth,  Thomas  J. 

Fisher,  Joseph  S. 

Fisher,  Jabez  B. 

Fisler,  Jacob 
Ford,  John  G. 

Fricke,  George 
Frieke,  Henry 
Fryer,  J.  Caldwell 
Fogel,  Joseph  B. 

Fulton,  S.  H. 

Fitzgerald,  J. 

French,  John  E. 

Gartly,  Samuel  W. 

Getty,  "William 
Getz,  William  F. 
Gibbons,  Charles 
Gibson,  T.  W. 
Gillingham,  C.  S. 
Glentworth,  Theodore  F. 
Godley,  Jesse 
Goddard,  William  B. 
Goldman,  David 
Gorgas,  iMiles  C. 

Grant,  George 
Green,  Anthony 
Green,  Barton 
Green,  Joseph 
Green,  Pennington 
Greiner,  William  M. 
Grigg,  George 
Grubb,  Joseph  C. 
Griihths,  Siddons 
Glisson,  John  S. 

Godwin,  Samuel  P. 
Goodrich,  William 
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Grove,  Conrad 
Grove,  George  ^Y. 
Gibbons,  James  S. 
Gulager,  William 

Haas,  Daniel  B. 

Hacker,  Isaac 
Hacker,  William  P. 
Haines,  Epbi’aim 
Hallowell,  Caleb  W. 
Hallowell,  Charles  S. 
Hallowell,  Josh.  L. 
Halsall,  James  J. 
Hamrick,  Charles  H. 
Hauold,  John 
Hance,  David  E. 
Hancock,  Robert  B. 
Hanson,  Albert  F. 
Hanson,  H.  C. 
Harkuess,  William  W. 
Harned,  Nathan 
Harrison,  James  Henry 
Hart,  Samuel 
Hart,  William  B. 
Hawes,  Charles  R. 
Hazlet,  Robert  M. 
Hazard,  Alexander  F. 
Hennessey,  William  E. 
Hendry,  John  A. 
Henry,  George  W. 
Henry,  George  W.  jr. 
Heyl,  Louis  C. 

Hey,  Joseph 
Hildeburn,  J.  H. 
Hoeflick,  R.  K. 
Hoffman,  C.  J. 

Holmes,  Valentine 
Homer,  Benjamin 


Iloppin,  Henry 
Hoppin,  Lloyd  B. 
Horner,  John  W. 
Howe,  AVilliam  L. 
Hough,  A.  L. 

Howard,  F.  B. 
Howard,  H.  C. 

Howell,  E.  S. 

Howell,  William 
Howell,  William  T. 
Huckel,  Benjamin 
Hughes,  Charles  D. 
Hughes,  Joseph  B. 
Humphrey,  C. 

Hunt,  Packard  M. 
Humphreys,  John 
Hudson,  William  B. 
Hunt,  E.  H. 
Hutchinson,  Daniel  L. 
Huiitzinger,  John  J. 
Hacker,  William  P. 
Howe,  William  S. 
Humphreys,  John 
Haines,  Bindley 
Hamman,  John 
Hoopes,  J.  Ross 
Hart,  E. 

Heaton,  Augustus 
Hallowell,  William  B. 
Howell,  H.  C. 
Harland,  11.  S. 

Jackson,  Edward  F. 
Jacoby,  J.  E. 

James,  E.  J. 

Jenks,  W.  Wallace 
Jones,  Alfred  T. 
Jones,  R.  E. 


65 


Jones,  Benjamin  W. 
Jones,  J.  Hillborn 
Jones,  B.  Hicks 
Jones,  J.  Sidney 
Jordan,  Kichard  K 
Justice,  PhilijD  S. 
Justice,  Alfred  B. 
Jenks,  W.  J. 

Jones,  S.  T. 

Jones,  R.  E. 

Johann,  A. 

Keller,  Peter  P. 
KefFer,  John  C. 
Kelley,  Henry  H. 
Kemper,  Jacob 
Kershaw,  John  G. 
Ketler,  David  S. 

Kirk,  S.  Lukens 
Klahr,  Peter 
Kneedler,  J,  S. 
Knight,  W.  W. 
Knipe,  Oscar 
Kohler,  Prederick  ^Y. 
Koons,  F.  A. 

Ki'ug,  F.  Y. 

Kurtz,  Yh  Y'esley 
Knight,  D.  A. 

Keyser,  Daniel 
Knight,  C.  D. 

Knight,  E.  C. 

Lafitte,  John  L. 
Laforgue,  Lewis 
Ladd,  Edward  H. 
Lambert,  Edward 
Lane,  Alexander  T, 
Lassell,  James 


Laughlin,  H.  C. 
Lawrence,  James  H. 
Learning,  Robert  W. 
Lee,  Francis 
Lefever,  Gustavus  L. 
Leppien,  John 
Levin,  S.  H. 

Levin,  Henry 
Lewis,  Lawrence  jr. 
Lewis,  A.  J. 

Lex,  Charles  E. 
Lightfoot,  Benjamin  H. 
Linnard,  Yhlliam  J. 
Linville,  James  W. 
Lii^pincott,  J.  E. 
Longmire,  K. 

Lothrop,  Z. 

Lukens,  M.  J. 

Lungren,  John  S. 
Ludwig,  William  C. 
Lukens,  Harry  P. 
Lylburn,  Henry 
Ladd,  Edward  H. 

Lewis,  Joseph  W. 

Lewis,  AYalter  H. 

Lloyd,  Franklin 
Levering,  Lemuel  S. 
Lapsley,  Henry 
Lagee,  William 
Lovering,  Joseph  S. 
Laird,  John  L. 

Laird,  O.  AY. 

Lehman,  R.  J. 

Linville,  George  W. 
Levison,  S. 

IMagarge,  Charles 
Madeira,  Louis  C, 


56 


Maennal,  C.  F. 
Maginnis,  B.  J. 

Magill,  William  H. 
Marple,  Cliarles  H. 
jMaris,  Thomas  R. 
Martin,  Thomas  S. 
IMartin,  Gleorge  II. 
Massey,  E.  K. 

IMauck,  J.  Henry 
Maule,  Edward 
Mercer,  S.  A. 
McCammon,  D.  C. 
McClintock,  James 
McRevitt,  Daniel 
McElroy,  A. 

McKee,  William 
McLeran,  J.  Duncan 
McQuade,  Janies  (I. 
IMidlin,  Thomas  Y. 
Miller,  Edward  C. 
Milligan,  William  C. 
Milne,  James 
Milnor,  Mahlon 
Mitchell,  Cl.  Justice 
Moltep,  Albert 
Munroe,  William  II. 
Moore,  Marmaduke 
Morgan,  Rollin  H. 
IMorrel,  Daniel  J . 
Morrell,  John  A.  L. 
Morris,  William  S. 
Morrel,  W.  C. 

Mott,  E.  T. 

Moyer,  E.  P. 
Murphy,  William 
Myers,  Joseph  B. 
Morris,  William  J. 
Mercer,  Singleton  A. 


Martien,  J.  W. 
Marple,  E.  L. 
Morrisson,  Jacob 
Miller,  William 

Natt,  Joseph  S. 

Neal,  Ebenezer  M.  D. 
Nesmith,  Alfred 
Newell,  Piobert 
Newkirk,  C.  W. 
Norbury,  Joseph  W. 
Neilson,  Thomas 

Oak,  David  B. 
Odenheimer,  J . M. 
Ogden,  Edward  H. 
Ogden,  Charles  S. 
Oliver,  George  L. 
Ommensetter,  W.  L. 
O’Neill,  Thomas 
Oppenheimer,  A. 
Orne,  James  H. 

Orr,  Hector 
Osborne,  Thomas  H.- 
Ott,  Francis  J. 
Ogden,  William  M. 
Ogden,  Edward  H. 

Palmer,  Jonathan 
Parry,  Jesse 
Parke,  D.  W. 
Parvin,  William  jr. 
Pascal,  Aquilla 
Patton,  John  V. 
Paul,  Bettle 
Paynter,  J.  C. 

Peale,  James  G. 
Peddle,  George  R. 


Perot,  Sansom 
Peterson,  Pearson  L. 
Pike,  Thornton 
Plate,  C.  F. 

Pleasants,  Edward 
Pleasants,  Joseph 
Pleasants,  Samuel 
Plumbley,  B.  Bush 
Potts,  Kiginald  H. 

Potts,  William  D. 
Potter,  William  A. 
Price,  Charles  E. 
Priestley,  Alexander 
Price,  Joshua  L. 

Porter,  K.  J. 

Powell,  Victor  D. 
Parmentier,  William  H. 
Pearce,  Samuel  T. 
Phillips,  Benjamin 
Perot,  T.  V orris 
Payne,  Edwin  Vvh 
Ponder,  John 
Pinchin,  George  A. 

Pre liter,  Edward 

Raiguel,  Henry  R. 
Raiguel,  William 
Ralston,  Robert 
Randall,  J.  C. 
Randolph,  George 
Reakirt,  Joseph 
Reazer,  Franklin 
Reed,  Ilenry  II. 

Reed,  Roliert  S. 

Reed,  W.  II. 

Reed,  IVillimn  J. 
Reeves,  Samuel  J. 
Reynolds,  Samuel  W. 

8 


Reynolds,  Tliomp.^on 
Reynolds,  William 
Ripka,  Joseph 
Robeno,  F.  II. 
Robinson,  Thomas  A. 
Roberts,  Alfred 
Roberts,  Albert  C. 
Rockhill,  Thomas  C. 
Roop,  S.  W. 

Rumsey,  James  I\l. 
Rupp,  Tilghmau 
Rush  ton,  John  Y. 
Ryan,  William 
Risbrough,  II. 
Ramborger,  Q.  II. 
Robbins,  S. 

Randall,  William  31. 
Robinson,  Charles  E. 
Rumsey,  James  31. 
Randolph,  Evan 
Rush,  Luther  31. 

Schober,  Samuel 
Saftbrd  S.  Satterle 
See,  Abraham  S., 

See,  Richard  C. 
Selfridge,  James  L. 
Steel,  James 
Steel,  AWIliam  G. 
Sellers,  C.  B. 

Sellers,  Edwin  31. 
Sellers,  Robert  B. 
Shaffner,  John 
Shannon,  AVilliam  Ge 
Sharpless,  William  P. 
Shelmire,  W.  II. 
Sheppard,  Joseph  B. 
Sheppard,  Solomon 


iSherrei'd,  Samuel 
Shewell,  Walter  B. 
Shipley,  A.  B. 

Shull,  Edwin 
Shultz,  William  F. 
Sihley,  John 
Sides,  Peter 
Sill,  John  T. 

Silvis,  Benjamin 
Simpson,  Juhn  M. 
Simpson,  William 
Skillman,  William  G. 
Smith,  (t.  Ferdinand 
Smith,  James  R. 

Smith,  J.  Harry 
Smith,  S.  L. 

Smith,  Harrison 
tSniith,  Newberry  A, 
Smith,  'William  W. 
Smyth,  William 
Sowers,  William  11. 
Spangler,  A.  R. 
Spangler,  C.  E. 
Sparhawlv,  John 
Sprague,  Benoni 
Springs,  WJlliam  L. 

St.  John,  Henderson  H. 
i^taehhouse,  Charles  P. 
Steiner,  Jacob 
Steiner,  John  P. 
Steinmetz,  Daniel 
Steinmetz,  John 
Stevenson,  A.  M. 
Stevenson,  William 
Stevens,  Horatio  S, 
Stevens,  Louis  H. 

Stout,  J,  W. 

Stroup,  James  IT, 


Stuart,  George  H. 
Suplee,  Thomas  B. 
Swarr,  D.  M. 

Stout,  J.  W. 

Steel,  James 
Shelmire,  William  IT. 
Steel,  William  G. 
Smith,  George  F. 
Stones,  John  C. 
Smith,  Charles  II. 
Schott,  Charles  M, 
Serrell,  Henry 
Shingle,  0. 

Shipley,  Samuel  R. 
Sharp!es.s,  S.  J. 
Schufif,  N.  C. 

Sudler,  James  R. 
Sharpless,  Charles  S. 
Spangler,  A.  R. 

Talhnan,  Joseph 
Taylor,  George  E. 
Taylor,  John  D. 
Taylor,  Lewus  B. 
Taylor,  Nathan 
Thomas,  John  W, 
Thompson,  A.  W. 
Thompson,  Joseph  H. 
Throckmorton,  J.  W. 
Tilge,  Henry 
Tingley,  Clement 
Tredwell,  M.  H. 
Trotter,  William 
Troutman,  Henry  C. 
Troutman,  John  H. 
Truitt,  Charles  B. 
Truitt,  Robert  W.  I). 
Tucker,  John 


59 


Tyndale,  Hector 
Tatum,  John 
Tyler,  Jesse  H. 

Tatum,  Daniel  0. 

Tyson,  IMarshall 

Van  Baun,  St.  John  D. 
^'ollmer,  Henry 

Wallace,  T.  J. 

Walborn,  Kuftis  C. 
Wallis,  John  G. 

Walton,  R.  S. 

Ward,  Hiram 
Wattson,  Edward  F. 
Wayne,  E.  C. 

Webb,  James  R. 

AYelsh,  John  R. 
AVestcott,  Gideon  G. 
AVetherill,  John  Price  jr. 
AVendell,  M.  R. 
AVharton,  Charles  AY. 
AVhelan,  J.  G. 

AVhite,  David  AA^. 

AVhite,  John  V. 

AVhite,  J.  Atlee 
AVhite,  Samuel  C. 
AVilkins,  S.  R. 

AA’ilkins,  AA".  F. 
AVilliams,  Charles  B. 
AVilliams,  George  AA’’. 
AVilliamson,  M. 

AVills,  Thomas  E. 
AVilson,  Henry  Al. 


AVilson,  J.  V. 
Wilthank,  S.  P. 
AATltberger,  T.  M. 
AA'inehrener,  David  S. 
AATthers,  Hanson  L. 
AAuthers,  Joseph  N. 
Withers,  John  H. 
AA'ood,  David  E. 

AA'ood,  Edward  L. 
AA'ood,  Joseph 
AA'ood,  Thomas  S. 
AA^oodbuiy,  Daniel  H 
AA'oodward,  Samuel 
AA'olfe,  Erasmus  D. 
AA^oolson,  James  R. 
AA'right,  Robert  K. 
AA'right,  Samuel 
AA'right,  Thomas  A. 
AA’’yllie,  Robert 
AA'ood,  Alpheus  B. 
AA'eber,  John  C. 
AA'oodman,  AA'illiam  C. 
Wade,  F. 

AA'alkew,  Alathew 
AVhite,  S.  C. 

White,  J.  Atlee 
Walborn,  R.  C. 
AA'ilkins,  Charles  E. 

Yardley,  George  AV, 
Young,  James  S. 

Zacharias,  D.  S 
Zell,  T.  Ellwood 


